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• QUESTIONS ASKED BY HONOURABLE mEMBERS AT THE HOUSE OF AbsEmBLY 
MEETING HLLD ON 25.1.77. 

No.1 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon G T Restano 

will Government explain why and how Lottery tickets for the 
first five draws of 1977 inadvertently printed the second 
prize as £2500? 

,the Hon the Financial and Development Secretary  

Yes sir. The printing of the second prize as £2500 on the 
reverse of the lottery tickets for draws Nos 1 to 5'of 1977 
arose as the result of an oversight within the lottery 
administration. This was not spotted until the tickets for 
draw No 1 of 1977 had been put on sale and the tickets for 
draws Nos 2 and 3 had been printed. In these circumstances 
with the interests of the lottery and punters alike very much 
in mind the Government decided to proceed with all the January 
draws on the basis of the prizes stated on the back of the tickets 
which had already been put on sale. 

SUPPLEALNTARY TO NO. 1 OF 1977  

HON G T RESTNNO: 

•Can the Hon Member please say when, in fact, the oversight was 
noticed? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I have already said that in my answer. I am afraid I can't give a date. 

MR SPEAKER: 

It was after the tickets for the first draw were put on sale and since 
the tickets for the 2nd and 3rd draws were printed they decided to 
continue those three draws at a higher prize. That is the answer 
you have been given. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Wasn't the notice made in the middle of December and, if ao, were the 
tickets already on sale for the first draw of 1977 in the middle of 
December? 



2. 

MR SPEAKmR: 

I think that the Hon Questioner is trying to ask whether it is 
a fact that the tickets were on sale when the error was 
discovered? you are asking for confirmation of that, is that 
correct? 

HON PINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMINT SECRLT.L.RY: 

I said the error was not spotted until the tickets for draw No 1 
had been put on sale. 

HON G T RESIANO 

Obviously I will accept that but what about the other draws? 
Could the other lottery tickets not have been overprinted to save 
the £2,000 which the Government has lost on those tickets which were 
not already on sale? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

They could have been, yes, but the Government decided otherwise. 
And I am very glad that the Hon Member is pursuing this question 
because I think he is trying to get information out of me which 
he tried yesterday to get out of an officer at the Treasury by 
cross examining him in a public place. 

MR SPhialCIJR.: 

No, we are not going to bring in matters that happen outside the 
House otherwise supplementaries will be directed towards what 
happened and we must not go beyond the scope of the question. 

HON J BOSANO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Financial and Development Secretary inform the 
House whether he thinks that the House should have this inform,Ltion in 
view of the remark that he has made? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, no, I have ruled him out of order. 

HON J BOS6ANO: 

Mr speaker, does the Financial and Development Secretary know why the 
Government has decided to discontinue the prize at this level in view 
of the fact that he has stated that it was following the interest of both 
the Government and the punters  

C 
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MR SPLAKtR: 

The answer has been very explicit. There•was an error, the tickets 
for the first draw were on sale, the tickets for the 2nd and 3rd draws 
had already been printed, they took a policy decision not to change the 
prize for those three draws and then continue with the prizes as 
hitherto. It is as simple as that. 

HON J BOSsANO: 

D Mr Speaker, I am asking for an explanation of the opposite decision 
now. Why having decided to continue it for these 3 draws, did the 
Government not decide to continue it indefinitely? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVUOPMsNT SBCRLITARY: 

At the end of last year when the question of revising the prize 
structure of the lottery was under consideration, there were a number of 
proposals which were before, firstly, the Lottery Committee and from 
the Lottery Committee, the Government. One of these proposals 
provided for a second prize of £2,500. Another proposal which was, 
apart from the 2nd prize, identical in structure was a £2,500 structure 
provided for a second prize of £2000. It is only fair to say that the 
recommendation of the Lottery Advisory Committee was for that structure 
which carried a prize of £2,500. The Government, however, in 
considering the whole matter and taking cognizance of the recommendations 
of the Committee, decided otherwise and decided on the structure which 
calls for a 2nd prize of £2,000. 

HON G T REsTANO: 

Mr Speaker, I am still not clear why the unprinted tickets of the 4th 
and 5th draws, what the reasons were .... 

MR SPLAK.bR: 

There have been given no reason. It was a policy decision to solve the 
problem in this particular way. They could have gone another way but 
we are not going into the reasons for taking this decision. 

C) HON G T RE0TANO: 

Well, this is the point of the question. I would like to know the reason 
why. 

MR SPUAKER: 
C 

The reason was not to disappoint punters with the interest of the lottery 
and punters alike. Bearing this in mind the Covernmort decided to proceed 
with the January draws on the basis of the increased prize. 

0 
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HON G T RESTANO: 

I can understand that, Mr Speaker, on the printed tickets but I cannot on 
those that were not already printed. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECREMRY: 

Mr bpeaker, Sir, there was no particular reason rother than 
confidence in the lottery which decided the Government that, 
the error having been made, 3 sets of tickets have already been 
printed, the remaining 2 sets of tickets for the draw for January 
should continue on the basis of the tickets already issued for the 
January draw, that is to say, with a prize of £2,500. The tickets for 
draws after the end of this month, and there is one more drab to go, 
will revert to the Government decision of £2000 for the second 
prize. 
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No.2 cf 1977 ORAL 

The Hon G  T Restanc  

Will Government explain why the new import procedures 
are causing such unprecedented delays in the processing 
of documents? 

Answer: 

The Hon the Financial & Development Secretary  

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government is aware of and regrets that 
there have been delays in the precesing of documents. The 
pre—entry system was only brought into operation on 4 
January: so far as Gibraltar is cenierned it is a new system 
to both importers and revenue staff, and like all new 
systems it Vase's time to become fully familiar to all 
those involved, and some teething troubles inevitably 
arise. Before it was brought into operation steps wore 
taken to irstruct the revenue staff and familiarisatic-n 
seminars were held for importers. I can assure the house 
that every possible effort is being made to overcome the 
difficulties which have been encountered during these first 
3 weeks of the system's operetiens and further seminars will 
be arrEnged by the Collector of Revenue. These seminars will 
provide a forum for discussion of areas of difficulty. 
Suggestions from importers for improving procedures will 
be welcomed and to this end the Collector is arranging for a 
Suggestion Box to be installed both at Waterport and at the 
Airport. 

SUIILEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.2 OF 1977 

HON G T RESTPNO 

Mr Speaker, would the Government consider placing a Revenue 
Inspector during the period of the teething troubles all day 
long at Wctorport to instruct and help traders who may be 
unfamiliar with the processing of their documents so that the 
whole process can be speeded up? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOIMENT SECRETJ.EY 

The Government will be very willing to consider all suggestions 
which are made from importers or others involved which hold out 
the prospect of improving the smooth flow of documentation and 
the flew of goods through the Customs. 

HON G T RESTANO 

Mr Speaker, does the Hon Member then say that he will consider 
my suggestion? 

HOY FINANCIAL AND DEVELOIMENT SLCRLTARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I will certainly consider it in consultation 
with the man rho is responsible for the actual operations, namely, 
the Collector of Revenue. 



• No.3 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon G T Restano 

Will Gcvernrent consider extending the 72 
hour time limit for the withdrawal of goods 
from Waterport? 

Answer: 

0 The Hon the Fintneial & Development Secretary 

Mr Speaker, Sir as I presume, the Hon 
cuostioner is referring to the period of free 
storage allowed in the transit sheds at the Port, 
the answer is "No Sir". As the Lon Member knows, 
the period is net just a bare 72 hours but is 
three full days excluding the day on which 
goods arc put in the sheds and excluding 
as well Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays. 
Moreover the Collector of Revenue has discretion 
to extend the period if he is of the opinion 
that circumstances warrant it. 

SUPFLEMLNTPRY TO NO.-3 OF 1977 

FON G T RESTPNO 

Is the Hen Member aware that on many occasions 3 or 4 
different vessels are being unloaded. at the same time 
and the transporters wile physically withdraw the 
goods from the Transit Shed, are simply not 
capable of carrying the amount of goods which arc 
necessary within the period of three days and that 
is why it would be greatly convenient for that 
period. to be extended. 

• HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOEMENT SLCRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would have thought these sort of 
circumstances were such that the Collector cf 
Revenue could exercise his discretion. 

• HON G T RELTPNO 

Mr Speaker, Sir, these occasions happen very often. 

• 

• 



No.4 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon G T Restano 

will Government confirm that the General Merchants Association 
has requested that no further licences in that trade be issued as the 
trade is ..mply covered and the granting of any further licences 
could result in higher prices, and will Government state its 
policy in this matter? 

C 

D 
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jipswer: 

The Minister for Tourism Trade & Rconomicaevelopment  

Yes Sir. Representations have been made by the Gibraltar General 
Merchants (Groceries) Association to the effect that no further 
licences should be issued to trade as wholesalers in groceries. 
The Government policy concerning trade licensing generally is 
reflected in the Trade Licensing Ordinance which provides that 
where the Trade Licensing oomittee is satisfied that the needs 
of the community in any particular area are adequately covered by 
existing businesses no further licences in that area should be 
issued. 

SUPPLLMJZTA.RY TO catIsTION NO 4 OF 1977  

HON G T REST—NO: 

Mr Speaker, can Government say what its policy is when licences are 
rejected and yet importers who have had their licences rejected continue 
to trade in these particular lines? 

HON A W Si4JRFaTY: 

I would have thought that this is a matter for bringing to the 
notice of the Financial and Development Secretary and the Trade 
Licensing Committee because if that is happening then something is 
wrong somewhere but certainly not the policy of the Government. 

HON G T R68T1.00: 

Mr Speaker, obviously there is something wrong somewhere. I do believe that 
the matter has been brought to the notice of Hon Financial and Development 
Secretary, so could.... 

I(R SP  

This is slightly diverting from the question. I think what you are being 
answered is what the policy of Government on enforcing an existing law, 
is because you are asking that if someone .is trading in breach of the 
existing legislation isGovernpnt prepared to take action to prevent that. 
That does not arise from the.original question. 

e 
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HON M LIBLR2LAS: 

Mr Speaker, will the Government assure the House that whatever 
the virtues of the policy which the Minister has referred, 
that the application of such a policy will be equally carried 
out for all trades. 

MR sksIJAKER: 

Which policy? 

HON m LIBLE,AS: 

The policy of restricting licences. 

HON A W SLRFATY: 

All trades for which the Trade Licensing Ordinance applies, 
certainly. I hope we have no discrimination on that. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

On the previous supplementary the breaches are surely of great 
interest to the Goyernment policy and I would like to know... 

MR bELJAKrJR: 
4 

No, no. A breach of an existing legislation whether it be under 
the Trade Licensing or any other existing legislation is a 
matter for the enforcement officers of the crown and Government can 
be asked whether it is a general policy to see that these laws 
are enforced, but it doesn't arise under the question that has 
been asked under Trade Licensing. 

HON G T 

Surely it arises in that the General Merchants Association 
have requested that no further licences be issued. An application 
was rejected and yet the person or the company whose licence was C 
rejected is continuing in the trade for which he is not licensed. 

MR sPZAKI,R: 

You have been told that it should be brought to the notice of the 
relevant authorities. 4 

HON J BObSANO: 

Is it Governmentls policy when breaches of the Trade Licensing 
Ordinance are brought to their notice through the Trade Licensing 
committee to take immediate steps to enforce the law. Is that their 4 
policy or not? 
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HON A w atiReATY: 

The Government's policy always has been that the law must be abided by, 
of course. 

HON J 306bAh0: 

Mr Speaker, I am asking the Government whether it is their policy, 
have they given directives, that if it is brought to the attention 
of the officers concerned that there are traders trading without a 
licence, steps should be taken to enforce the requirements of the 
Trade Licensing Ordinance? Is that an established policy direebivo 
from Government, or not? 

MR SPEalriA: 

You are being asked a reasonable relevant question. Is it the general 
Policy of Government to see that the Trade Licensing ordinance is 
enforced? 

HON A -4 aMRATY: 

The answer is definitely Yes, sir. 

Huh k kIBLRRAS: 

Mr Speaker, whilst accepting the Minister's assurance that there is no 
discrimination in respect of different trades, can I ask the 
Minister whether, in fact, there is an equal interest in all trades, in 
other words whether there is an investigation of the desirability of cutting 
down on licences in all trades, or is Government interested in 
respect of particular trades? 

MR 62LAILJR: 

No, Government has said that there is an in—built protection within 
the Trade Licensing Ordinance for all trades. Their policy is to 
implement the Trade Licensing Ordinance. 

HUN k 

3 
Is the Committee, to Government's knowledge, reviewing all trades e'lually? 

HON A w SiiIRPATY: 

I am not able to say because I don't see the Minutes of the Trade Licensing 

• Comnittee. 

• 

• 



• No.5 of 1977 ORAL 

The hen Dr R G Valarino  

Will Government consider introducing legislt,tion to 
grcnt Income Tax relief on contributions to non—profit 
makinurganisations? 

Answer:  

The Hen the Financial & Development Secretary 

No Sir. Contributions to non—profit making organisLtions, 
which wo,uld include sporting, recreational and 
cultural societies in adCition to charitable and .• 
ecclesiastical institutions, arc in the nature of gifts or 
donations. 

SU1PLaLNTARY TO ZUESTION NO.5 OF  1977  

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Sir, considering that. this legislation -applies in .  
the United Kingdom, will Government 'consider granting 
income tax relief to recogniSed charitable institutions? 

• 
HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Sir, the Government sees no reason why ineeme taX relief 
should. be  granted cn such contributions. It would be 
tantamount to the revenue subsidising an individual's 
charitable disposition or not subsidising one which was net 
a charitable institution. I might add, however, that there 
is of course although this is slightly different from the 
general euesticn of felief to religious and charitable 
organisations, there is, of course, rates relief under the 
appropriate ordinance for religious and charitable 
organisations. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, does the Financial and Development Secretary not 
understand that the principle that is involved is that where a 
contribution is made, or covenanted, to a charitable 
institution, in fact, the tax liability passes from the 
donor to the recipient, and since the recipient is not 
taxable this is how the tax saving arises. Does tre net 
understand thEt this is how the machinery works and it is not 
a question cf Government subsidies.. 

• 



PON FINANCIPL PND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY; 

Ivr Speaker, he does. 

RCN J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, can the ion Member explain,.why-it•he 
understands the machinery, Government is not prepared tc 
alloy the same facilities to charity in Gibraltar as arc 
allowed, for example, in .the United Kingdom?. 

NON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOIA.ENT SECRETARY: 

All I prepared tc say at this stage, Mr Speakt.r, 
is that the Government will consider_this-matter 
in relatiOn-to- and in the light of numerous other 
matters which it will be considering in relation 
to Income Tax. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

According to his statement, the Hcn Member disagrees 
completely with Income Tax relief as granted in the UK. 

MR SPEAKER: 

Next Question. 

0 
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No.6 of  1977 ORAL 

The Hon Major R J Peliza 

Vill the Government consider exemping the tenants cf 
Kings Bastion from paying rates in compensation for the 
discomfort they suffer-from the constant noise caused by 
the Government Electricity Generating Station. and for -Lie 
health hazard they are exposed tc due to the poisonous 
fumes emanating therefrom, until the Government can 
abate these two public nuisances? 

Answer:  

The Hon the Financial & Development  Secretary  

No Sir, there is no provision for exempting premises which 
are in. beneficial occupttien save those which are listed under 
Section 298 and 298C of the Public health Ordinance. Neit7:ir 
isAhere tny power to reduce or remit te payment of any 
rates except cn account of the poverty of the ratepayer. 

I might add in relation to this c tiestion that only the 
tenants of the top floor flats are liable for the 
payment of rates since the rest of the dwellings in King's 
Bastion pLy inclusive rents. 

SUFTLELNTPRY TO QUESTION NO.6 OF 1977 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Couldn't the same arrangement of the tenants in the lower 
floor he extended. to the tenants in the upper floor and at the 
same time make a reduction in the rents to compensate for 
that sillni.tion? 

3 HOP FINfiYCIfil AND DEVUOPI,ENT SECRETARY 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government cannot, in principle, 
accept explicit] or implicitly any liability in respect of 
sny nuissnce or health hazard which may allegedly be emanating 
from a public utility or public service installation. If that 

C position were accepted, Mr Speaker, the repercussions are almost 
limitless. 

HON MAJOR H J PLLIZA 

Isn't the Government aware that this is a unique situation and 
• couldn't the Government, in view of the danger, make an 

analysis of the atmosphere in the area  

• 

• 
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MR SPEAKER 

No, no. We ire net going tc discuss under this 
euestien the prilution cf the atmosphere due to the 
Gonereting Stctien. We are going to discuss most 
certfinly whether Government is prepared to reduce the 
rates due to that fact but no more. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA 

Mr Speaker, in vier that the Government is not 
prepared to give consideration to this could they, 
perhEps, allow a higher point allocation to the 
fanilieit living in thEt area so that they have a 
greater •possibility of change of accommodation and 
not be condemned to the present area indefinitely? 

FIOL FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECR-11.TARI 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if that euestion is put down properly 
on the Order Paper it will be answered. 

0 
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No.7 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

will Government say when the wages and salaries award 
payable as from the 1 October 1976 under the Scamp 
formula will be paid out to Gibraltar Government • 
employees? 

Answer: 

1112...lizatOst2L1111;1111Development Secret4LI 

No sir. The Government cannot say. As the House will be 
aware all the trade unions and staff associations' limited 
their acceptance of the scamp Report to the first two 
years. Separate negotiations must therefore take 
place in respect of the 1976 award. Also there 
remain some details in relation to allowances and conditions 
of service to be agreed at JIB in respect of the 1974/1975 
awards and the Transport and aeneral Workers Union have 
indicated that they would not wish to enter into any 
discussions on the 1976 awards until these details have been 
settled. Therefore I am not in a position to say when 
negotiations will conmence and hence .I cannot say when 
payment will be made to employees. 

OUPPLi;MhNTARY TO !4JZSTION N0.7,  OF 1977  

HON Di AIBERRA6: 

Mr Speaker, will the Hon hember say whether all Government 
Associations concerned — I didn't catch that part of his 
answer — have, in fact, put in claims already in 
respect of this particular stage of scamp? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DatIOPhhNT SmCRIDTARY: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not aware that the Government has 
received any claims in respect of the 1976 Award. 

HON M XIBSRRASt 

So, in fact, there are no claims even yet from the Unions. 

HON FINANCIAL AND Daa0Pli1i.INT SECREITARY: 

To my knowledge, Mr speaker, the answer is, no, sir. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Therefore, my next question, Mr speaker, is a non sequitur, possibly. 
Are any of these claims expected to be in the region of 100;0 of parity? 

0 
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HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, perhaps, the Financial and Development 
Secretary can confirM that the TGWU has already 
indicated... 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, No. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

dell, Mt Speaker, can I ask the Financial and Development 
Secretary whether he is aware whether, for example, 
the Gibraltar Government Clerical Asr3ociation has 
requested the coumencement of negotiations for the 1976 
award? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, I have no information that they have. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Does the Financial and Development secretqry attribute this to a 
lack of interest? 

MR SPEAKER: 

No, no. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, can I ask the Financial and Development Secretary 
whether in the case of non industrial employees Government 
considers that the staff inspection that was part of the 
1974/1975 settlements has to be conducted before agreeuent 
can be reached on the 1976 rates of pay? 

HON FINANCIAL AND Dt;VEL OP1-1.2NT SNCRLTARY 

Mr Speaker, sir, I did not read anything apropos that 
into the question I was asked and I must therefore give 
the Hon Member the same answer that I gave to the Hon iliajor 
Peliza, that if the question is put down properly on 
the Order Paper it will be answered. 

0 
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C 3. 
HON mAJOR N. J Pi LILA: 

Mr Speaker, could I ask the Hon Financial and Development 
Secretary if he realises the repercussions that the del,q-  in 
settling claims like that has'on the public sector. 

MR SPMAKIJR: 

No, no, I an afrail you have misunderstood. There have been no 
claims therefore there has been no delay. 

HON MAJOR R J 

Couldn't Government possibly urge the Unions to speed up 
their claims so that the private sector can at least 
settle their position which is a very difficult one, I asure 
you. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The private sector has settled the review for October 1976. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

I was thinking of the coming one. When you say the private 
sector you mean the large concerns bAt there are smaller 
concerns in Gibraltar who find it very difficult other than 
through the guidance of Government. The point is this, 
Mr Speaker, that it is very difficult for the private 
sector to settle with their employees and be able to exist 
unless there is more money coming in. In view of that could the 
Government possibly urge the Unions to try and put in Choir 
claims? 

PIR SPEAKER: 

What is the answer to that question. 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I would have thought that question would have been better addressed 
to the officials of the Union rather than the Government. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

With all due respect to the Hon the Financial and Development 
Secretary I don't believe that the small firms of Gibraltar could 
possibly do that. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Is the Financial and Development secretary not concerned that the 

0 present stage of Scarip  
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MR SPEAKER: 

Which is the present stage of scamp you are referring to? 

HON k AIBERRkS: 

October 1976. Has even at this not reached the level 
where Government and the Unions are negotiating bearing in 
wind that the Government itself is cowitted to this stage of 
scanp? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

Mr Speaker, sir, quite naturally the Goverment would like a 
speedy settlement, quite obviously. But there are two parties in 
every case. 

HON h XIBERRAS: 

Would the Hon Financial and Development Secretary note tht I asi 

giving. him the opportunity to express his concern insofar as it is 
within his province to do so and in his interest to do so. 
Mr speaker, would the Hon the Financial and Developuent 
Secretary in view of this concern which he has expressed, 
make it public here today that he would like to see the early 
submission pf claims by the Unions? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I would have thought this has been made public. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, could Lask the Financial and DeVelopment Secretary 
whether, in fact, in the case of non-industrial employees 
there are also issues outstanding frou the 1974/1975 
Review just as there win the case of industrials and whether 
this is a factor? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I believe that is the case. 

HON M AIBERRAS: 

May I ask when, in fact, the Financial and Development secretary 
thinks that this whole matter would be settled, in the main? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY: 

I haven't an idea. 

4 
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• No.8 of 1977 ORAL 

The Eon J Bossano 

Does Government agree that a property developer 
who employs direct labour to construct on his 
own site is engaged in the business of building 
contracting and consequently requires a 
licence under the Trade Licensing Ordinance? 

Answer: 

The Ron the Attorney General 

Mr Speaker, I am afraid. that it is not possible to 
answer this cuestion without knowing all the facts 
surrcunding the particular operation. If the 
Leader of the Opposition has a particular case in 
mind I would invite him to bring the matter to my 
attention in writing and I will consider it. 

SUIPLEN.ENTARY  TO UESTION NO48 OF 1977 

EON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, could the Hon and Learned the Attorney 
General just say as a matter of general policy 
that in. cases of property development whore the 
developer is engaging direct staff, it would be 
logical to come to the conclusion that either the 
developer or the direct labour must be operating as 
a building contractor, that is, that somebody 
must, in fact,. be carrying out the function that 
would be cErried. out by a contractor if a contractor 
was used. 

PEON AT GENERAL 

Mr Speaker, I am afraid that this is not the time to 
go into legal niceties. There is a. legal problem 
to be considered and I think it only right that I 
should have all the facts before me before I can 
consider it and give an opinion. 

I 
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No.9 of 1977 ORali 

The Ron J Rossano 

Can Government state wiLA are the latest EstirxItes for receipts of 
Development Aid Funds in the current year under the different Heads in  
pa7;e 74 of the Estimates for 1976/77? 

The Hon the Financial and Developmentperetazy. 

D 

Mr Speaker, sir, the estimated receipts of development aid funds in the current 
financial year under the heads listed at page 74 of the 1976/77 estinates are as 
follows: 

Housing £417,248 

Schools 14,193 

Medical 55,766 

Tourist Development projects 15,000 

 

Other Developments 

Municipal services 

 

46,900 

D 

 

£549,107 

    

If approval by Her majesty's Government of the following supplementary 
applications for aid in respect of on-going projects is forthcoming before the 
end of the financial year, the Government will be able to claim re-iabursement 
of expenditure already incurred amounting to a further £1,034,808 in respect of:- 

Daryl Begg Estate £949,954 

St Bernards Hospital 
Renovations 84,854 

In addition a supplementary aid grant of £6,200 has been submitted to 
finance an extension to the staff Room at the Boys Comprehensive 
school. This work has not yet been started and no expenditure has been 
co...I:At -Led. Thus, subject to these approvals, the total receipts of 
United Kingdom development aid funds during this financial year could 

C reach £1,590,115. 

0UPYL1 1110TArtY TO qUL0TIO1 NO.9 OF 1977  

HON J B060100: 

6 kr speaker will the Financial and Development Secretary confirm then that on 
the most optimistic assumptions the receipts will be about half of what they 
were estimated at the beginning of the year and on the most pessimistic 
assumptions one sixth of what they were estimated. Is that the implication of 
the figures he has given the Houset 

0 



2. 

HON FINAIXIAL AND DaELOPMniNT 66CHETARY: 

That, indeed, are the facts if this total is achieved. 

HON J BOSANO 

Does the Financial and Development Secretary not agree, Mr speaker, 
that it is a very. serious thing for the development programme that 
even on the most optimistic assumption the Development Aid Fund 
received in 1976/77 should have been the lowest, certainly for the 
last 3 or 4 years, and, in fact, half of what they were thought t, be 
at the beginning of the year? 

HON FINANCIAL AND llaiuLOPMENT 6EGU.4,2ARY: 

It does indeed represent an unfortunate state of affairs. 

HON J B066ANO: 

Can the Hon Member give any explanation for this? 

HUii FIEANCIAL AND DaLLOPJAENT SCR iim-CY 

Mr speaker, sir, the receipt of Development /Aid Funds and their credit to 
the Development Aid Revenue depends upon the rate at which money is spent 
here. perhaps, I could enlighten the House a little. A project is 
approved and on the approval of a project the money for the project is 
eligible to be drawn down subject to certain quite cell-defined 
clear cut procedures. Once a project is approved and if work is to 
start on that project a forward claim is submitted for estimated 
expenditure on the project in the coming quarter. If that claim 
is approved by HMG the funds as stated in the claim are put on 
deposit. They do not move from the deposit into revenue until 
actual expenditure has taken place. All development aid money is in 
reimbursement of money actually spent initially from this Government's 
own pocket on projects which have been approved. 

HON J BOS,DANO: 

Mr Speaker, could I ask the Hon Financial and Development secretary whether 
the delay in getting projects into effect has been due to any limitations on 
the capacity of the construction industry as has been suggested on 
past occasions? 

HON FINANCIAL AND DiiiULOPMNT SaRaARY: 

Mr speaker, sir, I do not feel that I am qualified to answer that question. 
I only speak for the flow of money through the Government estimates. 



3. 

HON J BOSsANO: 

Mr speaker, perhaps then the Financial secretary is not aware that 
in the 1974/75 Budget his predecessor, in fact, gave the 
explanation to the House that the so-called slippage in 
development projects was due to physical constraints 
on the part of the capacity of the construction industry and not 
to financial constraints. Since the slippage has turned into a 
landslide on this occasion I would like to know whether t..-t is 
still the explanation ur not? 

HON FIt,ANCLIL AND DLILUO2A.LIJNT SaReh,AY: 

Basically, fundamentally, Mr Speaker, it is. It is the 
capacity to carry out work. It assumes that when 
the project is approved all the pre-investment studies 
and planning have been carried uut and it assumes that once 
the contract is let work goes ahead according to plan. There are 
many factors but in essence it is the capacity to carry out a 
physical programme, an actual construction programme in step and in 
line with whatever financial estimates were originally made. 

HON J BOSo 

Is the Financial and Development secretary then aware th.L 
according to the construction industry there is going to be 
virtually no capacity very soon because of the number of 'jorkers 
they are having to make redundant. 

• R SPEaKhit: 

That is another matter. Next question. 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• No.10 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon J  Bossano 

Can Government state what were the Income Tax 
receipts for 1975/76 and give a breakdown to show 
the amounts collected through in each of 
the following areas: k.O.D., D.O.E., Gibraltar 
Government, Private Employers? 

Answer: 

The Eon the Financial &  Development Secretary 

Yes Sir. The Income Tax receipts for 1975/76 were 
£3,549,588.04. The amount collected through 
PAYE was £1,765,726.52 which may be broken down 
as follows:— 

a. MOD £324,802.33 

b. DOE 68,314.30 

c. Gibraltar 
Government £524,41].36 

0 
d. Private Employers £848 198.53 

£1 765 726.52 

S 

0 
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No.11 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon J Bossano 

Can Government stete what wer( the final Revenue 
and Expenditure figures for the Financial Year 1975/76 
and the size of the surplus transferred to the 
Consolideted Fund? 

Answer: 

The Hon the Financial & Development  Secretary  

With respect, may I invite the Hon Member's attention 
to paragrfph (xv) of Order No.17(1) of the Standing 
Rules end Orders of this house. The figures he asks 
for were published in the Gibraltar Gazette of October 
14 1976. 

U 
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Nc.12 of 1977 ORAL 

The lion J Bossano 

Will Government revise the personal allowances 
under the Income Tax Ordinunce for the forthcoming 
Finuncial Year to take account of inflation 
since these allowances wore established? 

Answer:  

The Hon the Financil & Development Secret,ry 

Sir, personal ellewcnces were increased as from 
the cormencement of this financial year. I am 
not prepured to say whether or not there will be 
further vrriations next year. 

SUFFLELLNTARY TO  IJESTIGN NO.12 OF 1977  

HON J BOSS.ANC 

Mr Sperker, does the Financial and Development 
Secretrry agre( thLt if the allowances were to be 

altered it would require an alteration of the tax 
tables End is there any possibility of this being 
done before the start of the Financial Year? 

HON FINANCIAL l'!ND DEVELOPD,ENT SLCRETAUY 

Of course. 

0 

0 
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No.13 of 1977 ORAL 

The Eon J Bossano 

Can Government state whether 0.D.N„ has agreed to meet 
the adeitienal costs of 1:rojects funded by them as a 
result of the new wage rates agreed with the 
construction industry? 

Answer: 

The Hcn the Financial & Development Secretary 

The liters ] answer to the cuestion is No since the 
Government has not sought any formal agreement from 
Her Majesty's Government. In practice however, 
applications for aid funds for construction 
projects include provision to ena11e the Government to 
meet claims for additional contract payments made under 
fluctuation clauses. All applications for development aid 
funds submitted during the past 12 months have included such 
prevision. This clearly would not apply in the case of 
prcjects which it is intended to carry out under fixed—
price contracts. 

SUIILLIVENTARY TC UESTION NO.13 OF 1977  

HON J PCSSANO 

Mr Speaker, have any applications been made since the 
wage rates were agreed in the construction industry and, if so 
with what results? 

FOY FINANCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT SECRETARY 

I am not aware myself of whether any particular 
applications have, in fact, been made but there are three 
Government contracts containing a fluctuatien clause for 
increased cost of labour whioh are, of course, covered by 
the Government decision to meet higher cost of wages 
retrospective to the 1st October 1975. These projects, 
and the estimated •ost to each, are as follows:— 

The Varyl Begg Project — £16,700 

The Scheel for Handicapped Children — £1000 

St Bernard's Hospital Renovations — £2,300 

I do net know whether in fact any claims have been made in 
relation to those three particular contracts, 

0 

0 



• No.14  of 1977 ORAL 

The Lon Dr R G Valarino 

Sir can Government confirm that one community constable 
has .peen transferred to ether duties and the other is on 
the verge of resigning and if so what steps do they 
intend to take to remedy the situation? 

Answer: 

The Hon the Attorney—General  

It is not correct that one community constable has been 
transferred to other duties: he does, however, undertake 
other duties from time to time but his prime responsibility 
is as E. community constable. 

Nc epplication has been received by the Commissioner from either 
constable to be transferred to other duties nor has the 
Commissioner received any indication that either is 
eontemplating resigning from the force. 

The community constable scheme has ben such a success that 
planning is going ahead for it to be extended to other areas of 
the City. 

SUIPLLYENTIRY TC cjXESTION NO.14 OF 1977 

FON DR R G VALARINO 

In my opinion the community constable scheme is a great success 
end. I hope Government will consider the appointment of 
more community constables, but does Government agree to the 
eppointment of more community constables? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

If I could perhrps repeat the last sentence. The community 
constable scheme has been such a success that planning is 
going ahead for it to be extended to other areas cf the City. 

• 

• 

• 
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No.15 of 1977 ORAL 

The  Eon M Xiberras  

Is the old "Goods Vehicle" parking bay in Engineer 
Lane in front of Risso's Bakery still to be rege,,rded 
as such? 

Answer: 

The Eon the Attorney General 

31 Engineer Lane is still a loading and unloading 
bay under the provisions of the Sixth Schedule 
to the Traffic (Parking and Waiting) Order, 1973. 

SUFFLU1NTPRY  TC LESTION NO.15 OF 1977 

HON M XIBERRAS 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Is the Ron Member aware 
that it is net very clearly marked whether it is a 
"gecds vehicle" loading and unloading bay under the 
Schedule mentioned? 

HON ATTORNEY GENERAL 

I am net aware that it is not clearly marked but 
I will bring the matter to the attention of tne 
appropriate authorities. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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No.16 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon J Bossano  

Can Government state how mcny cases of alleged 
unfir dismissals have been heard by the 
relevent tribunal, on which dates the hearings 
have taken place and whether a ruling has now 
been made by the tribunal in each case? 

Answer: 

The Hon the Attorney—General  

Four cases have been heard by an industrial 
tribunal: the dates of hearing were as follows — 

9 April, 1976 

27 April, 1976 

19 May, 1976 

14 — 16 October, 1976 

No ruling hEs yet been given by the tribunal in the 
two cases heard in April or the case heard in May. 

In edeition there are three cases in which the tribunal 
D has to decide a preliminary point before coming to the 

substantive hearing. 

I have been informed that the three rulings outstanding 
will be given this week and that rulings on tie three 
preliminary points will also be given this week. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO OESTION  NO 16 OF 1977 

HON J BOSSANO 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon and Learned the Attorney 
General agree that it would be regrettable if a. 
cuestion in the House has to precede each ruling 
in future. 

C) 

0 
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No.17 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon Major R J Peliza 

Can the Government state how often Government properties 
are painted as a rule and when the exterior of the 
dwellings at Kings Bastion in Line Wall Road was last 
painted? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Education and Public Works  

Sir, the rim is to paint buildings every 8 years but due to 
the backlog of work there are a number of buildings which 
have net been painted for a longer period. The eventual 
aim must be to reduce the period to 5 years. Government 
has no records of the last time Kings Bastion was painted 
as the building was previously the property of the 
Ministry of Defence. Government's first tenants were 
housee there in April 1966. 

Some fairly extensive repair works are scheduled for this 
building and will commence in the near future and painting 
should follow the completion of the work. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO OESTION NO.17 OF 1977 

HON MAJOR R J FELIZA 

Since it is obviously an eyesore in one of our main 
thoroughfares in Gibraltar, could the Minister state what 
he means by "the near future"? Will that be another five 
years, five months, five weeks? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

I would say three to six months. 

HON MAJOR R J FELIZA 

Thank you very much. 

S 

ED 



No.18 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon Dr R G Valarino  

Has Government new received the report from 
the Consulting Architect regarding the roofs .at 
Varyl Begg Estate? 

MR. SPEAKER: 

May I before the answer is given state one thing very 
clearly. There are in this meeting 7 questions which deal 
with matters which were dealt with at Question time at the 
last meeting. There is a Standing Order which says that a 
matter which has been dealt with at Question Time must not 
be dealt with within the course of 6 months subsequenti 
to the asking and answering cf the question. However, all 
these 7 questions were answered in such a manner that it 
showed clearly that Government undertook tc take further 
action. To the extent that that undertaking is given by 
Government it is proper for the Opposition to follow the 
matter up but may I give a very clear warning that under the 
guise of finding out whether the Government has done what it 
has promised to de we are not going to open the whole question 
which was dealt with at the previous meeting and may I warn 
the Members of the Opposition and the Government that I am well 
armed with the Hansard cf the last meeting so that if they 
challenge me as to whether I am ruling out cf order I hope 

you are as well prepared as I am. 

• Answer. 

The Minister  for Education & Public Works  

A meeting was held at Secretariat en the 18 July last year 
in which the ccnsulting architects undertook to send a Report 
tc Government. An Interim Report was received and the 
architects undertook to submit a final Report. 

The Final Report was overtaken by events as the architect has 
now issued a formal instruction to the contractor to commence 
the repair of the roofs. 

SUPFLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.18 OF 1977  

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Is  Government then in a position now to take legal action 
to ensure that the repair to the roofs are carried out? 

• 

• 
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HON t K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, the instructions to the contractor was given on 
the 7th December, final notice was given on the 19th 
of Janutry. Unless there is,.seme rapid reply 
to this final neticeavernMent would be in a position 
to take legal actiOn.

• 
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No.19 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon J E Perez  

Mr Speaker has the Minister for Public Works now 
locked for en alternative site to replace the Talus 
Area placed out cf bounds by the Government for 
iod.otor—Ovele sport and if so with what success? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Education & Public Works  

Sir, as I feE.red, there is nc other Government land which 
could he used for motor cycle trials. 

SUIPLEUNTARY TO QUESTION Nqi,19 OF 1977 

HON J B PEREZ 

Mr Speaker would the Hon Member Bien state which sites he 
has considered, if any? 

HON K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, with my advisers we have looked at all reasonable areas 
but there is no area as I have said Which is suitable ighich 
provides the rough terrain that these people actually require. 
I have given instructions that the present site can continue 
to be used on a 24 hour basis, my engineers keeping it under 
review to see thLt there is no extreme danger of any slip. 

HON J B PEREZ 

Mr Speaker, the cuestion was, what sites, if any, has the 
Hon Member considered? sites, if any? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE 

Sir, we have considered the area at Little Bay, near the 
Keiphtley Tunnel, but it is considered that it is not good 
enough and it is also too dangerous as we have already aad a 
landslide there recently. There are no other rocky sites 
thEt are available in Government property. 

0 

0 
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No.20 of lac ORAL 

The Hon J B  Perez 

Can Government state what are their projections for staff 
requirements in the teaching profession in the next academic 
year given possible resignations from the service and the 
return of newly qualified teachers? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Rducation and Public wcirks  

in analysis of staffing requirements for 1977/78 has been made and 
it is estimated that the Department will require 8 additional staff 
to its present establishment and 13 replacements. These requirements 
can be met from the number of staff returning from in-service 
training and unpaid leave and from the number of teachers scheduled 
to complete their initial teacher training this year. Difficulties 
may arise however in matching the specialists among the latter to 
the posts to be vacated, particularly at secondary level and, of 
course, resignation from local staff will not be known until the end 
of March at the earliest. 

3 
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N(.21 cf 1977 ORLL 

The hen J B Ierez 

Does Government still enviscge that the new 
primary schecl at Varyl Begg will be ready 
for occupLtien by the date given in the City 
Ilen, namely, ScItember 1978? - 

Answer: 

The Minister for Educati(n and Public Works  

The.first project application for the new primary 
school at Varyl Begg was made in April 1976. At the 
request cf HMG and following consideration by its 
Education and Building Advisers, a revised applicatien 
was submitted in November 1976. No approval has boon 
given by HMG as yet to this projett application. 
Since the estimated construction perioclis two years, 
the school will not be ready for occupation as 
scheduled. 

SUITLEhENTARY TO OESTION NO 21 OF 1977  

NON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is Government then making provision for 
the temporary primary schecl at Varyl.  Begi  Estate 
,to last-beyond the date of September,, 1975 in 
view cf this? 

BOY M K FEAThERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, the site offices en the estate have been 
purchased. from the contractors and have been 
converted into temporary accommodation for. the school 
it conjunction with the continuation of use'of the 
nursery and the two flats. - 

HON J BOSSANO 

So, Mr Speaker, am I right then in thinking 
that the nursery at Varyl Begg would not, in fact, 
be available as a nursery once the temporary primary 
school is available because of the delay in the 
permanent primary school? 

HON M K FE/TEERSTONE: 

That is correct, Sir. 

3 
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h0/ J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, does Government net agree that it is 
essential tc be able to prcvide these 
necessary facilities, and if they doi have they 
locked for an alternative. to the nursery site that 

earmarked originally? 

Per h FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, it is. not &greed that the nursery accemmedation 
is s° essential as tc have the accommodation for 
the actual schooling especially insofar that we. 
(7),110w children tc go to school at the age cf 4 
not at the compulsory age cf 5. We have locked 
around to sec if there are other areas available 
for the nursery accommodation but without success. 

HON. J Bo!ss.4Np .  

Mr Speaker, can the lion Member sayi with the nursery 
accommodation and tne temporary site offices, up 
to what date will there be sufficient accommodation 
in view of the fact that obviously the size of the 
population will be expanding every :year with a new 
intake? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, I am not quite sure up to what date we can 
cover. It depends cn the.  rate at which the housing 
is occupied at. the Varyl Begg, Estate but we hope 
we will be able to get through 1977 and most of 
1978 cn a reasonably satisfactory basis. 

C 

C 

C 



No.22 of 1977 OPAL 

he Hon J B Perez 

Will Government give details of the conditions contained in the 
Agreements signed by students sent for training to U.K. Universities? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Rducation and kublic -„Torks  

In consideration of the grant awarded to them, students undertake 
and agree as follows:- • 

(1) That they will complete a course of study/training to 
the best of their ability at a College of Further 
Education leading to the award for which the -
scholarship was granted. 

(2) That they will not change the said course of study/training 
without thepermission in writing of the grantor. 

(5)+That on completion of the said course of study/training they 
will return to Gibraltar and if required by the Grantor so to 
do will take up such appointment with the Government of 
Gibrltar as the Grantor shall specify and that they will 
continue in the service of the said Government for a period of 
not less than three years or:- 

+ That on completion of the said course of study/training they 
will return to Gibraltar and if required- by the Grantor so to 
do will for the period of not less than three years practice 
in Gibraltar the profession for which they had been trained/ 
qualified. 

C) (4) That in the event of their failing to fulfil for any 
reason whatsoever all or any of the obligations set out in 
sections 1, 2 or 3 above, they will if called upon by 
the Grantor so to do repay to the Grantor the whole of the 
amount of the Grant awarded to them or such proportion thereof 
as the Grantor may in its absolute discretion require. 

O 
(5) That the provisions of the Undertakings by students Ordinance 

(Chapter 180 of the Laws of Gibraltar) shall apply to this 
agreement. 

0
+ section 3 to be completed as applicable. 

O 
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6Uljil.bititiNTARY TO 411;61110N NO . 22 OF 1977  

HON J B .i".E;REZ: 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon member confirm that, in fact, two local young 
men whilst in the middle of the sinner exams last year were informed by 
Government that at the time there was no work available for thou in 
Gibraltar and to seek work elsewhere? 

HON M K FhaTaals.PONS: 

sir, we occassionally do have to tell persons that there is no work 
available and that we release them from the terms of this 
contract. I am not sure whether there were two last year or whether 
there was one or whether there were-'three, I know there was one. 

HON J BOSS&NO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Government not agree that if students sent to the 
United Kingdom for training are required to return to Gibraltar in 
order to work here either for the Government or outside Government 
service for a period of three years,there is at least a moral 
responsibility on the Government also to provide employment• 

HON M K FMATHSRSTONE: 

Sir, to some extent it might be argued that there is a moral 
responsibility for Government to give them a job. On the other 
hand since the student is allowed to choose the subject in which 
he wishes to be trained it is not always possible for Government 
to give them jobs, we have the example that many students wish to 
be trained as economists and Government cannot use the services of 6 
or 7 economists, or astrophysicist for that matter. If we give the 
student the right to choose the discipline in which he wishes to be 
trained, I don't think it can be the bounden' duty of Government to C 
employ them afterwards. 

HON J BOSSII.NO: 

Mr Speaker, whilst accepting that whether the Government needs economists 
or not is a matter of judgement - I accept that they do not need 
astrophysicists - but economists is another matter. Would the 
Government agree that if that is the situation, it should be Government 
policy to explain to students before they undertake a course what their 
prospects. of employment are so that they can take that into consideration 
in their choice? 

HON M K FMATHLRSTONE: 

Sir, this is explained to then. There is a careers guidance leaflet that 
has been given to students and the Careers Guidance Department is available 
to them. The difficulty, sir,  is that it is not always easy to project 4 or 
5 years ahead exactly what needs there awe  going to be in the Government 
service. we may have a position in which there are no vacancies today but 
in 4 years time because of persons leaving or deaths or what have you, 2 or 
3 positions suddenly become vacant so it is not easy always to project so 
far in advance. 
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Ne.23 of 1977 ORAL 

The hen J B Perez 

Has Government now looked into the question of further 
prevision of Government nurseries in the future and if 
so whet specific plans do they have in this respect? 

Answer: 

The Minister for  Education & Public Works  

The situation with regard to the expansion of nursery 
facilities has changed in one aspect since I replied to a 
similar question in this House last year, and that is, 
that Government has leased a shop area on the Glacis 
Estate to two persons for the purpose of 
operating a private nursery. Otherwise, Government is 
not in a position to expand nursery facilities until 
the purpose—built nursery at Varyl Begg can be released 
from use by the Varyl Begg School. However, efforts 
ire being made to obtain alternative accommodation 
nearer to the northern housing estates for the 
Government Nursery now located at Hargrave's Court. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TC UESTICN NO.23 OF 1977  

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, does the Hon Member recall that subsequent to 
9 the question he mentioned last year, he undertook at Budget 

time to look further into the question of the expansion of tie 
nursery service and it is in relation to this undertaking that 
I would like to know, Mr Speaker, what investigation there 
has been about the possibilities and with what results? 

HON M K FLATHERSTONE 

Yes, Sir, I do indeed recall it and it has exercised cur minds 
on several occasions but unfortunately without very 
mueh success. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, does the lion Member agree that it is important 
not just from an educational point of view but also from 
the point of view of planning of Gibraltar's labour 
requirements, to provide nursery facilities for potential 
working mothers? 

HON Y K FEATHERSTONE; 

Yes, Sir, we do appreciate this, so much so that in our present 
nursery we are considering having it working both mornings and 
afternoons. 
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No.24 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

How many Government tarpaulins are currently being used 
to cover leaking roofs and is the number in excess of 
previous years; if so, does the increase reflect a 
worsening of the Housing Maintenance Programme? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Education & Public Works  

Sir, it is estimated. that there are 84 tarpaulins of 
various sizes covering leaking roofs but in many 
instances more than one tarpaulin is used to cover 
a single roof. The number of leaking roofs has not 
increased over previous years. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.24 OF 1977  

FON N XIBERRAS: 

Will the Minister then say that the Housing Maintenance 
Programme is at least keeping pace with the rate of 
previous years? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Yes, Sir, some 30 to 40 roofs have been repaired during the 
year but I would make it public at the moment, Sir, that on 
some of the older roofs persons should not run the risk of 
damage to the roofs by walking on them in placing TV aerials, 
etc. This is one of the reasons why some of the roofs 
suddenly become leaky. 

ECN MAJOR R J FELIZA: 

Could the Minister say whether there is a shortage of 
tarpaulins? 

HON N K FEATHERSTONE: 

Shortage of tarpaulins' 

HON N XIBERRAS: 

Is the Government policy in any set of cases to rehouse 
temporarily those houses which are covered by tarpaulins and to 
put the tenants into well known hotels in the locality? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

sir, when we have an extremely difficult case I de try and get 
in touch with my friend the Minister for Housing t(' see if 
something can be done on a temporary basis and I think we have 
had one or two occasions in which something has been done. 

• 
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No.25 of  1977 ORAL 

The Hon J  Bossaao 

Can Government state whether shortages of skilled labour 
have prevented the F.W.D. from completing its programme of 
recurrent and non—recurrent works in the current year? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Education & Public Vorks 

2) Shortcge of skilled labour has definitely been a ccntributry 
factor in the PWD's inability to complete its programme A' 
recurrent and non—recurrent works. In this respect:; 
it must be borne in mind that at certain periods cf the 
year both the public and private sector building industries 
are further affected by the high degree of prolonged 
absence from Gibrultor of a considerable number of 
building workers. 

SUPII,EMENTPRY TO BIESTION NO.25 OF 1977  

3 FON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, is the Public Works Department, in fact, 
employing extra labour at the moment? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sir, if the labour is available in most instances 
happy to employ them. 

we arc 
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No.26 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon J Bossano  

can Government state which contractor was responsible for supplying 
and installing the stands used for the City Plan exhibition held 
just prior to the General Elections, the cost of the same and the use 
to which they have been put since? 

Answer; 

The Minister for Tourism Trade & Economic Dpvelument 

The Contractor responsible for supplying and installing the stands used for 
the city Plan Exhibition was Dell Construction co Ltd. This firm was 
awarded the contract as their tender was the lowest of four tenders all 
received on the 21st April. 

The cost was £971.43 inclusive of items involving extra works to 
the original specification and drawings. 

The stands are now on loan to the Education Department. 
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0 No.27 of 1977 ORAL 

The hen  J B Perez 

Dees Government intend to take any action as a result 
of the reduction of flights to Gibraltar by British 
Airways? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tourism Trade & Economic Development 

The Government is very cencernee, about the reduction in 
frecuencies and loss of seats on the route and I 
have already had preliminary discussions with charter 
carriers and other interested parties. The Hen Olestiener 
formed part of a team of Government and Opposition 
which discussed aviation matters with British Airways 
en the 18 January 1977 and joined me in expressing 
concern about the reduction. 

SUPPLEMiNTARY TO JJESTICh NO 27 OF 1977 

NON J B IEREZ: 

The euestion is, does Government intend tc take eny 
action? 

EON A W SEREPTY: 

Government will consider what action to take after we 
have a reply of the airlines sometime after the end of 
this month, as the Fen Olestioner knows only too well. 

HOV J B IEREZ: 

Does the Hon Member consider that Government 
involvement is vital at this stage? 

HON A W SLRFJ'TY: 

It may well be but we Cannot really take a decision 
until we have an answer from the airlines which has been 
premised by the end of this month and then we shall 
review with the knowledge of the number of flights we 
are going- to have next summer. Then the Government 
shall review the' matter and, if necessary, I - hope they 
will become involved. 

HON MAJOR H J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, can. the Minister say which is the latest date at 
which some arrangement has te be made due to the airlines 
having to apply I believe for the use of that route and could 
the Minister say which is the time limit. By when must 
Government take action? 
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EON A 11/HSERFATY1 

I would have thought that there is time right up 
to the end of February to take action so that is 
why we heve pressed the airlines for an early 
reply. 

EON ?v.iJOR R J 1LLIZA: 

Can we hear something from the Government then • 
before the end of February, un, -Jay or the other? 

HON A W SaFATY: 

The government will have to take some decisions during Februiry 
and I am sure everybody will know then what the situation,  
is and what decision has been taken. 

HON MAJOR R J PEILIZA: 

So that this will be made public? 

HON A W SI!;REATY: 

Yes, sir. 

HON J B huREL: 

The Hon Member referred to a meeting with British Airways. qould he 
state what is the highest number of flights that British 
Airways are even considering of putting on the Gibraltar route? 

HON A 0 SER2ATY: 

The answer to that is that in the suuler, and that is not even 
certain, we shall have 7 flights a week. But, of course, we also 
have to take into account that Exchange Travel and DanAir are flying 
one charter flight a week. 

HON J B kRLL: 

Mr speaker, the question asked about British Airways flights. 

MR SP4taiia: 

They anticipate 7 a week in sumer. 

HON A 'W SERFATY: 

British Airways four flights and Gibraltar Airways three flights. 
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HON J BOS6ANO: 

Mr Speaker, does the Government consider that if on the 
most optimistic assumption the scheduled airlines 
produce 7 flights a week and there is a charter 
operation run by Exchange Travel, as the Hon kember 
has said, that will be sufficient to meet Gibraltar's 
requirements and no further action will be required? 

HON A n aagATY: 

It may be sufficient if the forecast of de.aand for next 
swairaer is what soue people fear it will be. Now is the booking 
period and you have got to watch that at the sane tiue before we 
take a decision on ad,itional charters. 

t HON J B tEREL: 

Mr Speaker, I presume the Hon lileuber when he speaks of forecasts 
is referring to English tourists? 

MR SPEAKER: 

D
No, no, let us not go into details. Next question. 

D 
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No.28 of 1977 ORAL 

The hon J Bossano  

Can Government confirm whether the whole cost of the 
Rosia Dale project is beingmet by O.D.M. and whether 
any cost escalations in this project will also be met 
by 0.D.14.? 

Answer: 

The Minister  for Tourism, Trade & Economic Development  

Mr Speaker I would like to answer both this question and the 
next euesife'n. at : the Same time if I may. • 

S jr, the whole cost of the Rosia Dale project will be met by 
the Ministry of Overseas Development. 

The aproved grFnt includes an allowance for increased costs 
during the construction period but it cannot be assumed thLt 
any additional increases would be met by .0DM. 

The contract fcir the project has ben awarded to Tabri 
Constructions Ltd for the sum of £596,213. 

SULELL1ENTARY TO QUESTION NOS.28 & 29  OF 1977 

HOY J BCSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Hen Member explain how in fact this 
ccrtraet has been awarded when he stated previously in 
the House that the lowest figure for which it was 
possible to envisage the construction of this project 
was £700,000? 

HON A V SERFATY: 

Yes, Sir, that was the estimate of the experts of the 
Public Works Department. We have been very lucky to 
get what may be a relatively low tender. 

FON J B EEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, is the sum mentioned by the hen Member the total 
.cost of the project? Does it include building costs, 
architect fees and land costs? 
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HC1 A Y SERFATY: 

No, certainly lane costs are - not included, nor 
architect's_ fees. The project was designed by 
Government'. architects.. It does include the 

'parking areas but itdce-s not include some, connections 
of water mains and sewers to the Government system 
of water mains and sewers. Apart from architects' 
fees and cost of land and these connections that I. 
have mentioned, it does include the whole project. • 

EON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, can I have confirmation  from  the Hon•• 
.Member thct, in fact, there; has been no material change 
in the design of the project which could account for the 
difference between the figure .he has given now and the ' 
original estimate? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

Net as far as I am aware. Certainly I dcn't think 
there, has been any material change. 4 

4 
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1972 No.29 of „ 

The Hon J Rossano  

Can Government state whether the contract for the Rosia Dale Housing 
project has now been awarded and if so the value of the contract and the 
nana of the successful contractor? 

(Answered by the Minister for Tourism, Trade and Econouic 
Development together with Question 

No.23 of 1977). 
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ESA30 of 1,E1 ORAL 

Thelon N  

For what purpose is the old Merchant Navy Club in Engineer 
Lane now to be used? 

nswert 

zhejgajajstx22uxlaa„..2zxaczni.cjapa apjpent 

Sir, the future use of the old Red Ensign Club in Engineer 
Lane has been considered in the light of the various factors 
involved. It has been agreed, in principle, thL4t it should be 
used for residential purposes but whether this will be in 
the form of bed sitters or a hostel, for example, has yet to be 
determined in the light of further technical, professional and 
financial investigation. 

SUrFLLNILNT1iRY Q.UE6TION NO OF  1.977 

HON N. XIBaRLS: 

Mr Speaker, I got the impression - and would the Hon Member 
correct me if I am wrong - that the mere:Writ Navy Club Was to 
be used to house labour from abroad of a particular firm 
and that this was the reason given in a Bill which came before 
the House some little time ago. 

HON A g b41RF1.TY: 

Yes, sir, this was offered to the particular concern in question 
but was not accepted. 

HON M XIRWRRAS: 

Wasn't the reply from the Government bench that Government was 
getting, in fact, a good deal and the concern was getting a good 
deal because the labour which is now housed at the end of the 
North mole was to be put into this merchant Navy Club and why is this 
not the case now? 

HON A W S.URPATY: 

I am not in a position to say. The Company is not interested in 
the Red Ensign Club. 

HON M XIBSREA.S: 

MY question is, was it not given as an explanation of the Bill 
before the House that this was, in fact, what was going to happen. 
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HON ATTuRNEY GeiNeliaL: 

I think not. The reason for the Bill was that the Red Ensign 
Club Committee, having no further use for the club, had asked to 
surrender the lease to Government. This being so the whole 
purpose of the Ordinance — the Red Ensign Club Committee 
Ordinance — fell to the ground and that is why the Ordinance 
was repealed. There is no purpose in repealing the Ordinance 
for what was to be done with the property afterwards. 

HON M XIBLRAS: 

Mr Speaker, I am not saying that this was the reason for the 
Bill, but that this was a reason adduced in favour of the Bill. 

MR SPEAKERt 

If I remember well the explanatory note for the Bill was the fact that 4 
the lessees of the Red Ensign Club were no longer interested in 
keeping the lease and were surrendering the same. 

HON k XIBLRR&S: 

Yes, but also at the same time, Mr Speaker, I think the House will 
recall it was said that this was a question of killing two birds Ath 
one stone and that Government would have available an area in the 
North Mole which it wanted to clear or to use for another purpose. 
The purpose of this question is, what has happened in the meantime to 
change these matters and wasn't there something of a commitment on 
behalf of the firm that was involved in this transaction to use the 
Merchant Navy Club for the purpose of labour from abroad'? 

HON A ahaiLTY: 

The situation as I see it was that the Red Ensign Club was no 
longer required by this Committee, so that building 
had become available to the Government. Then we thought that in 
view of our plan to convert the building at the Western Arm 
into the Captain of the Port's office, that this would be a good 
offer we could make to the company in question so that they could 
house their workers there. We made the offer and the offer was not 
accepted. It is as simple as that. 

HON K XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, may I ask the Minister, was it not his intention or whoever 
spoke from the Government bench, to say that the offer to the particular 
firm was in the interest of the Government in two ways, (1) insofar as it 4 
would make available the area at the end of North Mole, and (2) insofar 
as labour from abroad accommodation, which is at a premium, could be 
provided. Was the Government not firm on that at that time or was the firm 
not firm? 
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HON A v 3ERFATY: 

we were firm and  we shall be obtaining that building at the western 
Arm. There is no question of the company staying in that building, 
so now they are making their own arrangements and it is up to them. 

HON M LlaadtAS: 

Is it not a fact then, Mr Speaker, then that the employees who were 
previously housed at the end of the North Mole are now being 
accommodated at Casemates? 

HON A J CARLIa'A: 

A few, may be, I think a lot of them have wade their own 
arrangements and have been making their own arrangements over a 
period of time so that it is now a case of re-accorliaodating a small 
number. 

HON M XIBSREAS: 

will the Government take note, Mr Speker, that I believe a number of 
Members of this House were of the view that the Government bad, in 
fact, included that part of the transaction with the firm in 
question whereby the Merchant Navy Club would be used for this 
specific purpose at the time the Bill was brought to the House. 

HON MAJOR A J 

Mr Speaker, since this particular building seems to be suitable :or 
bedsitters, if I understood the Minister correctly, could the 
Government consider beginning a scheme for the. purchasing of small 
flats particularly by small familieis possibly appealing to 
young married people or people who intend to get married, and start 
a sort of self-financing scheme or near self-financing scheme in 
Gibraltar? Isn't it a good opportunity to give thought to that? 

HON A a SERFATY: 

Well whether it is a question of purchasing these small flats I don't 
know of any that are on sale but is it becoming evident, quite 
evident.... 

AR ShaKSR: 

We are not goingto discuss the advisability of Government building flats for 
the sale. You are being asked simply if this property could be used for 
that purpose. 
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HON A W 

This is what we are looking at and I do sincerely hope that it will 
be converted into bedsitters. 

HON MAJOR A J PmLI4A: 

Mr Speaker, if that is so could the Government consider than 
starting a sort of self-financing purchasing scheme so that the 
yougg people who.... 

MA 6FmAKMA: 

No, we are not going to go into that. 

HON IA XIBLRAAS: 

Mr Speaker, bearing in mind that the accommodation of labour from 
abroad has over some years been considered a semi-public duty 
or a semi-public matter and bearing in mind that it now 
appcl,rs that the Merchant Navy Club is not to be used for the 
purpose which I for one understood it was doing to be used 
by the particular firm in question, would the Hon Member not 
consider prevailing on the firm in question to use 
whatever accommodation is provided here in some way related 
to a Government purpose:, in other 14ords, they should not... 

MR SPEAMIA: 

You are now going beyond the orbit of the question. 

HON M 

Mr Speaker, I will make it much simpler. If this transaction 
was carried out with the intimption that the firm would be using this 
for labour from abroad which has been considered a semi-public 
purpose, would the Hon Member now consider prevailing upon the firm 
to use these flatlets that are apparently going to be built for a semi- 
public purpose, too? 

HON A w 51,RfATY: 

I would have thought that bedsitters for the people of Gibraltar were ale-) 
a semi-public purpose? 

HON M LIRWRAao: 

This is in fact what I am driving at, Mr Speaker. For what people are the 
flats to be used? 
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MR SkriAKER: 

No, no. 

HON J BOS.NO: 

Does the Hon Member agree that whatever the purpose the flats are used for 
the important thing is of course to use them and not leave them lying 
idle for the next year or so? 

MR SPLaKIIA: 

Next question. 

3 
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No.31 of 1977 ORAL 

The hon M Xiberras  

Will Government state whether the fene known as the 
"unclimbable fence" on the Upper Rock has been sold? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tourism Trade & Economic Development  

No, Sir. The unclimbable fence on the Upper Rock has not been 
sold nor is it intended to do so. 

SU1ILELENTLRY TO UL TION NO.31 OF 1977 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, was it ever intended to do so in the 
recent past? 

RON A W SERFTTY: 

No, Sir, net since the Government has had it in 
19C7. 



No.32 of 1977 ORAL 

The lion Major R J Paliza  

Can,Governmentstoto how many small boats there are 
registered in Gibraltar, what. facilities are available 
at present for their users, and what facilities are being 
provided for -those small boats' at present in the area 
being reclaimed for the new Marina? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tourism Trade & Economic Development 

(a) The total number of licensed pfeasure boats amounts to 
224 as at 31 December 1976. 

(b) There are no facilities available at present for their 
users except that in accordance with the Port Rules 
the Captain ef.the Port allows these boats to anchor in 
the area contained between the aircraft runway extensin 
and the waterport quays; also, subject to availability, 
the Commander of the Dockyard allocates berths at the 
Camber. (In order to assist small boat owners the 
Captain of the Port Lllews Gne boat at a time to be 
placed on the Quay at Fish Quay to enable painting 
1-,110  minor repairs to be undertken). The Queen's 
Harbourmaster also allows boats to be placed en the 
cuay at No 5 Jetty for painting and repairs. 

In answer to the third part of the question, it is 
proposed to provide a slipway and small store on the 
east side of the Varyl Begs; - Estate and it is, hoped tc 
provide additional berths in the sclral Camber by. 
using floating piers, and boats may also be permitted to 
berth within the Montague Basin. 

SUPPLEMLNTA.RY TO OJESTICN NO.32 OF 1977,  

FON MAJOR R J FELIZA: 

Does the Minister believe.that this will be adequate 
facilities for the boats that are at present registered 
and probably for 'more boats that will be added to 
the register if the present blockade continues? 

FON A W SERFATY: 

The cuestion of how many boats we can accommodate in the 
Camber 'till remains a bit unresolved but we are going to 
increase definitely with these floating piers the capacity 
of the Camber considerably. 

(c)  

0 

0 
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You are-  being asked whether-you consider the facilities 
to be adecua.te to meet the requiremehts. 

HON A W SERFATY: 

With the additional anchorage that is going to become 
available at the Camber with a possible overflow at 
Montagu Basin, it. is considered that we shall be able to 
cope" With all the present re(,_uirements and, if possible, 
increased recuirements in the future. 

HON NAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say how quickly this plan is 
going to develop since A present I understand that the 
users are in a rather difficult position both at Montague 
Basin which is completely overcrowded and most 
certainly in the new Marina area. 

HON A W SERFATY: 

Vie want to get them out of Bayside if we want to get on 
with the Troject of the Marina and I am pressing hard with 
the Navy and with the Developer of the Marina - he comes 
into' this too - Sc that the Camber floating piere.project 
can be started quickly. 

HON MAJOR H J PLLIZA: 

Can the Minister say how quickly because obviously the 
users are very concerned. They are being pushed out 
of areas, they have nowhere to keep the boats, they 
cannot take them home and I think if they park 
them in Main Strect it will create„,a,bigger-trLffic problem. 
Can the Minister say what does he intend doing and hew 
quickly? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

I am also very concerned, Mr Speaker, but I think tht-t we arc 
now talking in terms of money. 

HON NAJOR H J 

Will it be bef6re Summer, Yr Speaker? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

I couldn't commit myself.
oi" 
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EON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

By Christmas? 

HON A W SELFATY: 

I think sc. 

FOAL MAJOR E J PLLIZA: 

1 Sc it will be a Christmas present. 

I 
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No.» of 1917 ORAL 

The Hon Major R J Peliza  

can Government state if they have made any arrangeaont to avoid 
passengers departing Gibraltar at the Air Terminal having to wait 
at IaJigration after the flight is called, in uncomfortable cra:ALI 
conditions, because the Imuigration Officer has suddenly to abandon 
his post to attend to arriving passengers as happened on Thursday 
28 October 1976? 

Answer,: 

The Minister for Tourism Trade & -nconomic nevelo-pment 

No Sir. However we will look into the matter. 

0 
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The Lon Major p J Peliza  

can Government state what progress if any has been made with regard to the 
now long overdue development at Engineer House? 

Answer: 

The Minister for.  Tourism. Trade & Economic Development  

Sir, 

with permission I will answer questions 34 and 39 together. 

MR SPELKER: 

The only point here of course is that the Questioner of Question, 
No.39 the on G T Restano deals with the same subject matter. I do 
not want to deprive both Questioners of having the right to ask 
questions but I think it is only right it should be answered all in 
one and then there-can be supplementaries. we will also call question 
kRA39. 
YA A d SEREATY: 
In pursuance of Government's contractual obligation to invite fresh 
tenders the Development and planning Commission has advised that the 
sale of Engineer House should be subject to the following conditions:  

1. the site is to be developed essentially for residential 
purposes within specified times in accordance with plans 
previously approved by the Commission, 

2. the building is to be restricted to the level part of the 
site subject to the statutory maximum density of 4:1, 

3. the surrounding land is to be maintained as an amenity area, 

4. the building line is to be cut back to enable Engineer Road to 
be widened by some eight feet on average, 

5. the developer is to provide a public footpath within the 
existing boundaries of the site to link up Castle 
Ramp with Engineer bane and to give access to the area north 
of the property which is being retained as a public garden, 

6. on site parking facilities are to be provided on the basis of 1:1, 

7. the Model Room is to be demolished and the area used as an exit to 
the site. 

It has also been recommended that if the property is not sold it should be 
retained as a public amenity and parking area. 

These proposals will be considered by the Government in the near future. 

3 



SUPPLIJANTARY TO OESTIONS NOS.34 & 39 OF  

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Cdn the Minister say what "the near future',  is? we are hearing 
all the time about the future, but never the present. Can he tell 
ue when the first brick is likely to be laid and when the last one is 
going to go up? Can the Minister give us an idea? 

HON A W 

These proposals have meant even legislating on these new 
rules on parking of 1:1 so we haven't been wastiWour time. 
I hope that these proposals go to the Government within a week 
or two now that we have got the legislation. 

HON G T R66TANO: 

Will Government then put the work up to tender? 

HON A W-66R2ATY: 

Yes, sir, of course, iimtediately. 

MR 6PLARBR: 

Is it the work to tender or is it the site to tender? 

HON A g SaWATY: 

The site to tender. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr speaker, did the Minister mention among the list of conditions 
what type of accommodation the Government would like to see built there? 

HON A g 8-ERFATY: 

Yes, residential purposes. 1 

HON M XIBLRRAS: 

Residential, generally, but what type? we have had villa accommodation, 
we have had luxury flats. What type of accommodation, generally? 

HON A SMR1L.TY: 

That must be up to the developer. So long as he keeps to the 4:1 density 
the Commission has an open mind. 
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HON M .KIBERIZAS: 

So the Government has not specified that it should be of a particular 
type as was done, for instance, in the case of Gardiner's Road? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

I was not aware - that was before my time - that any particular type was 
specified in the Gardiner's Road development. 

I HON :M XIBERRAS: 

It was in fact the recommendation - amply discussed - in the 
Development and planning commission, if the H.pn member would refer to 
the minutes of this. 

HON A w SERRATY: 

I am not supposed to refer to minutes of the previous administration. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr speaker, perhaps he can refer to his own reports in which I think 
his Executive Officer says that there is need for continuity in 
these matters - I am referring to the City Plan - and perhaps he 
might... 

MR SPEAKER: 

It is a side issue whether he should or he shouldn't. 

HON N AIBERRLS: 

A side issue I did not bring up at all myself, Mr speaker. ghat I au 
asking is, bearing in mind that at the time of Gardiner's Road an 
indication was given to a developer as to what Gibraltar required in 
that particular area, whether the Minister is not -going to do the same 
for this important site of Engineer House? 

HON A W SLRFATY: 
I 

I am afraid we must leave this to the developer and the imagination 
..of his architect. The Development and Planning Commission cannot say, 
for example, whether it has got to be bungalows or whether it has got to 
be a block of flats, we will look at the project and we will decide on 
its merits. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member not consider it reasonable, since this 
is going to be a competitive affair, to give an indication to the 
prospective buyers of the site as to what the Development and Planning 
Commission would like to see in that place? 
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HON A 41 i5EIRFATY: 

we considered this mater in the commission and the yardstick must be 
4:1 density. we have got to leave the rest to the architects to 
propose to the Commission. 

HON M AIBERRAS: 

I signify my disagreement with that, Mr Speaker. Will there be a condition 
that the site must be developed comprehensively? 

HON A V SERFATY: 

In the first condition we say: "within specified time in 
accordance with plans previously approved." As is normally known in 
these contracts the site would have to be started at a certain date and 
completed by a certain date. It is not such a big site or as 
complicated as Gardiner's Road. 

HON M XIBtREAS: 

will the Hon Member please bear in mind in anything that he has to do with 
this particular site the unhappy experience of Gardiner's Road whereby 
there was a clause in the contract for comprehensive development of the 
site but the site was not, in fact, developed comprehensively. I have made 
representations to the Hon Member on the subject and put questions in 
the House which the Hon and Learned the Attorney General did his best to 
answer. Mr speaker, would the Hon Member therefore ensure that this site is 
developed comprehensively? 

HON A w SmRFATY: 

Yes, sir. I would like to remind the Hon Member that I told him on one 
occasion that if the development of Gardiner's Road has not gone and it 
could have gone he has only himself to blame and nobody else. 

HON iv! XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, in this comprehensive development would the Hon Member say 
whether there is going to be some sort of- time limit for the development of 
the project as a whole bearing in mind the history of the site up to now? 

MR SPEAKYAR: 

He has said so. 

HON N XIBERRAS: 

The site as a whole. 

(4. 
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MR. Slit;AKER: 

The site is to be developed essentially for residential 
purpose and within specified tines and in accordance with 
plans previously approved by the Development and planning 
Commission. 

HON E AIBERRAS: 

I have put this questiOn, Mr speaker, because it is possible within 
that, and this was the flaw of the last,contract, apparently to 
develop a part of the site and wait'until the market is right to 
develop the rest of the site or even to sell the land of the site. 

HON J BOSsANO: 

Could I ask the Hon Member whether the Development and planning 
Commission has recommended that there should be a reserve price when 
the site is put to tender? 

HON A V SERFATY: 

This is not up to the Deyelopment and Planning cogmission to advise on. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Is it Government policy then that there should be a reserve price? 

HON A w SERFATY: 

Surely there must be. In fact, it is my opinion, it has not yet gone 
to the Treasury that the Government should also tender for the site. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, I would like to know whether there is a minimum price 
below which the Government will not allow the property to pass into 
private hands whichever way this is achieved, whether it is by a 
reserve price or by the Government tendering themselves? 

HON A 4 SERFATY: 

Yes, we agree and I au sure this will be considered by the Council of 
Ministers when it looks at these recomdendations. • 

HON J BOS0ANO: 

In that case, Mr Speaker, does Government intend to do anything about 
the clause which apparently exists in the previous contract which says 
that any profit made on a subsequent sale of the site goes to the 
previous owner? 

a 
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HON A bt1RFATY: 

This will have to be considered by the Council of Ministers. 

HON J 2PS6ANO: 

Does Government recall having said in the House tint as a result of an 
unfortunate clause in the original sale, any profit would go to the 
person who has failed to develop the site and if this is still the 
case will they make sure that something is done about this beiore the 
sale takes place, otherwise it will be too late to do anything afterwards? 

HON A W 6bRPaTY: 

Yes, Sir, we will see what we can do about it with the legal advice we 
have. 

HON G T REioTANO: 

What time limit is going to be given to the developers to develop the 
site? 

HON A W SaFATY: 

I wouldn't like to say at this moment of time. 

MR SPEAK4R: 

You are being asked what time limit is going to be given to the 
developer to build. 

HON A W 61!IRFATY: 

It depends on the project, of course. 

HON M XIBERRA5: 

Mr Speaker, one more question. Would Government take steps to ensure that 
there is no profiteering in the actual sale of any part of Engineer House 
on the sale of the land as opposed to the development of the site? 

HON A W 

Yes, we will try and see to it that it is put in such a way in the 
contract that that is. avoided if possible. 

HON k ILIBBRRAS: 

Would the Government bear in mind again, without referring to these secret 
documents, the experience of Gardiner's Road? 

HON A VI 8.E;RFATY: 

Very much so. 
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No.35 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon G T Restano  

Will Government state what has been the seat occupancy 
since flight reductions were introduced by British 
Airways? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Tourism Trade & Economic Development.  

Yes Sir, the total seL.t load factors on UK/GibrltL-.r/UK 
svheduled services are: 

1976 

Londen/Gibraltfx November 82.3% 

December 74.3% 

Gibraltar/London November 82.7% 

December 76.6% 

SUPPLEVENTAaY TO VJESTICN  NO.35 OF 1977  

HON G T RESTANO: 

Do these figures include the vacant seats for the load factor? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

Well this is a percentage of the seats offered, so if the 
load factor was 82.3% the number of vacant seats was 17.7%. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Bow do these figures compares with the same period the 
previous year? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

If we compare them with 1975 for example: 

1975 

London/Gibraltar November 67.6% 

December 63.7% 

Gibraltc.-r/Lenden November 70.7% 

Dec ember 59.9% 

• 
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No.36 of 1977 ORI-Le 

The Hon a T Restano  

Has Government begun a study on its Development Programme for the 
next four years, and if so what stage has been reached? 

Apswer: 

The Minister for Tourism, Trade & pconomic Development 

Yes sir. The current Development Program.La period ends in 
March 1978 and Government is at present studying the 
requirements for the following three year period. High 
priority areas have already been identified in 
Housing, Education and Public Utilities and it is hoped 
to finalise the Government's proposals early in the next 
financial year so that an approach can be made to Her Majesty's 
Government for aid to finance the prograriie with the least 
possible delay. 

SUPPLEM1,NTARY TO QUESTION NO.36 OF 1977  

HON MAJOR R J PELIGA: 

Mr Speaker, is the Minister aware that one of the problems faceC, 
when asking for Development Aid is the capacity to build and that 
from the answer we had from the Hon the Financial and Development 
Secretary today unless something is done about increasing the 
capacity the Rinister is going to find difficulty in getting... 

MR SPLAKI..;.R: 

No, no, we are not going into that. The questions asks 
whether Governuentipegun a study on its Development 
Programme. we are not going to discuss the viability or 
the feasibility of the,programme. The question asks 
exclusively whether Government has prepared a programme. 
Later on as a result of this question you tight have to ask 
other questions. 

HON J BO6SANO; 

Will the House have an opportunity to look at the programme when 
it has reached a more concrete. stage? 

HON A W 80PATY: 

I am afraid- I am not in a position to say that we shall bPiiig this 
Programme for the Opposition to look but maybe we can give an 
indication. This is not for me to decide myself. 
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MR SPEAKh1Rz 

Now, Major Peliza you had a question. The only way you can 
ask your question, if I may suggest it is; is Government, 
in the preparation of this programme, taking into 
consideration.... 

HON flaJOR R J PSLIGA: 

the capacity of the work and try to wake it obvious 
that Gibraltar has the capacity to build, which at present 
apparently it hasn't. 

HON A W SERFATY: 

Capacity to carry it out and wh_it is I think as important 
capacity to prepare projects and bills of quantities and all 
that. And speedy answers from London when we send the projects 
there. This is also fundamental. 

HON G T RhITANO: 

When is it expected that the programme will, in fact, be 
submitted to the British Government? 

HON A W &a:611in: 

Can I have that question again, Mr Speaker? 

MR SPJIIKER: 

When is it expected that Government would submit its programme to 
HMG? 

HON A SERfATY: 

I would say sometime mid-1977. 

HON A AIBLRRA: 

Reference to the reply to the question by the Leader of the 
Opposition that there would be no consultation or showing of the 
study to Members of the Opposition, would the Hon Member not agree 
that this is a retrogressive step bearing in mind that there was 
consultation at the time of the previous Development Programme? 

MR SP anR: 

I an sorry but I didn't get the beginning of your question. 

4 

4 

4 
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HON M XIBERRAS: 

The Leader of the Opposition has asked whether the Members of the 
Opposition could have this study which is being prepared. 
The Government's reply was 'awl and I au saying that this is 
going back on the practice during the previous Development 
Programme when there was consultation with the Opposition 
through Professor Clayton and I was informed at the time of the 
general drift of Government plans for the Development 

D Programme. 

HON CHIBP MINI6Talia 

There will be no difficulty over that, but there certainly 
will be no less opportunity for discussion than there was aith 

2) the 1969 Programme of the previous administration. 

HON 1.1 aIBaRRAS: 

I am asking in respect of the last Development Prograimae when 
Professor Clayton was here. Will the Hon and Learned the chief 
Minister bear in mind that consultation afterwards is 
hampered by the fact that Members of the Opposition don't know 
what the Government wanted originally. In other words if there is 
going to be, would he not agree, fair consultation then the 
Opposition should be in on this from the start. 

HON Chia MINIaTalia 

No, Sir. I think that there will be consultation through the medium 
that there was last time but certainly we are not prepared to bring the 
Development Programme to this House for prior approval. 

HON Pi AIllaRRLS: 

That is not what I was asking, as the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister 
well knows. What I am asking is what will be the nature of the 
consultation on the Development Programme, as a whole, startingwith the 
study? 

2)
HON J BW0LNO: 

Mr Speaker, perhaps, I could just make the point does the Government 
appreciate that I was not really phrasing my question in terms of 
consultation but in terms of information. 

2)
HON CHTEP MINI6TER: 

Absolutely. 

2) 



• No.37 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon G T Restano  

Has Government pressed the FC0 to give a, reply on 
the report of the Select Committee on Air 
Communications? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Tourism Trade & Economic Development 

Sir, when a copy of the Hansard of my answer to 
question No.31 of the 6 December 1976 became 
available it was sent to the FCO on the 10 January 
1977. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO  OIESTION NO.37 OF 1977  

PON G T RLSTPWO: 

I tcke it then that no reply has been received? 

HON A W SERFATY: 

No, Sir. Not so far. 
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No.38 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon a T Restano  

Has Government consulted with the Ministry of Defence in order to 
find a provisional solution to the problem related to additional 
space at the Port, and if so, hat solution has been found? 

0 Answer: 

The Minister for Tourism. Trade & pconomic Development  

An approach has been Dade to the MOD to acquire additional space 
at the North Mole and this request is being considered. 

1 



) 

Ep_09 of 197 ORaIJ 

The Hon a T Restano 

4hat advice has Government now received from the Development and 
Planning commission on the future of Engineer House? 

(answered by the Minister for Tourism, Trade & Economic Developent 
together with Question No.34 of 1977). 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 
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No.40 of 1977 ORAL 

The Non major R J Peliza 

Can Government give the reason why the interest paid on deposits 
in the Post Office savings Bank is as low as 5j0 and not higher 
when the Bank of England lending rate is 144 ? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Postal services 

Yes sir. The main reason is that deposits in the Post office savings 
Bank are demand deposits. The savings Bank must therefore maintain 
a high liquidity ratio. Moueover there is a large turnover of small 
deposits and withdrawals and thus relative to the amounts deposited 
the administrative expenses are high. These factors apply equally 
to the savings Accounts maintained by the commercial Banks and thus, 
like the post office savings Bank, pay only 5% on such 
accounts. It is understood that the United Kingdom Post Office savings 
Bank currently also pays 5%. 

SUPPLEM102ARY TO OBsTION NO. 40 OF 1977  

HON MAJOR A J kdIJIZA: 

Isn't it a rather high profit margin, 5A, related to 14'70, 
and couldn't the Minister look into the possibility of making it more 
attractive for people with small savings to have a little extra 
incentive to save and also perhaps to get something more for their 
money? Isn't it quite excessive the amount of profit 
derived from this by the post Office? 

HON I AZACASIS: 

Sir, first of all I would like to put the record straight. The present 
lending rate in the Bank of England is 13-)-4  and not 14 ijo as stated by 
the Hon Questioner, let me give him a breakdown of the accounts in 
the Post Office There were on the 31st December 11,266. Out of that 
9,088 are for accounts under £100 which means roughly, that about 
90;b of our accounts are for sums under £100. Surely we cannot pay 
higher rates of interests to such small amounts and furthermore I am 
sure the Hon Questioner would not like the Government to compete sith 
commercial banks locally or with the British postal service Banks. 

HON MAJOR 

I would have thought that would be an excellent idea,. Mr speaker, if I mri: 
say so, if the post Office could generate more business. Couldn't the 
Minister give thought to that? Perhaps if he were to increase the 
interest he might attract many more people to invest in the Post Office 
savings Bank rather than leaving it idle underneath carpets and stored 
away in mattresses and places like that. 

• 

• 
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HON I ABEUAIo: 

Mr Speaker, if the rate of echan-se or rather the rate of lending in 
England was 14 'A the savings Bank in England was only paying 4;•J 
so Gibraltar would not go any higher than 5',0 under the, existing 
number of accounts and the value—of the accounts. 

MR SPLAK6R: 

I think the Hon and Learned the Attorney General has some eal 
interpretation. 

HON id.QORNLY GamRAL: 

No interpretation. There is one factor which has not been 
considered and that is that the first 00 of interest from 
the Post Office savings Bank is tax free so that, in fact, 
boosts the interest so the depositor is getting a much 
higher rate in practice. 

HON MAJOR A J .ehLIZA: 

This is perhaps another encourcagement bUt could.  the Minister state, 
if this is possible, if the amount of gains in that particular 
department can be worked out in relation to the money saved on 
the amount invested. Is this 520 done by guesswork? 

MR SehlAKia: 

Next question. 4 

HON MAJOR R J PALIZA: 

I would very much like to know that, Mr Speaker. 

MR SPEAIL;R: 4 

:ghat is the question? 

HON MAJOR A J 

The question is, could the Minister state at the moment on that 
particular Department, whJt are the profits derived on the basis of 
5% interest...... 

MR 6Ptalilia: 

No, no, I think that would require notice. I 
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HON MAJOR A J PmLIZA: 

Well, Mr Speaker, if he can't perhaps he can say so and then I will 
put the question in that way formally on another occasion 
becauss I think we ought to see in that particular aspect and not 
in relation to what other people thing of whether it is 
competitive or not. 

HON I ABWoA6I6: 

• I have no idea at this stage but it is published in the Estites. 
But I can assure the Hon and Gallant Member that this is not done by 
guessing, absolutely not. 

HON MAJOR A J 

What other way? If he can't state what the profits are which 
other way is it done? Intuition? 

HON FIOANCIAL AND DEVLLOekt;NT 

9
The Hon and Gallant major appears to feel that there is a direct 
relationship between the Bank of England lending rate and the rate paid 
on small or demand savings. If that was so.... 

MR SPmAKIAI: 

S
No, no, let us not complicate life. The Hon Questioner has only 
used the Bank of England rate as a comparison as to what can be 
obtained in the open market and what can be obtained in the 
Savings Bank. 

HON I' J ISOLA: 

Is there not really a difference between Gibraltar and the United 
Kingdom insofar as in Gibraltar, the Gibraltar Government really 
only has the Gibraltar Post office savings Bank as a means of 
savings for people whereas in the United Kingdom there are the 
Government loans, Treasury loans and so forth. Would he not 

•
consider it a good idea for the post Office, not necessarily 
in competition with the banks — and I don't see why that should worry 
the Minister too much — to have a system of time deposits in the 
post office so that people who are prepared to leave money for a time 
would have a better rate of interest. 

HON I ABLCAbIS: 
• 

I am prepared to consult the Financial and Development Secretary on 
that one. 

• 

• 
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HON J BOSsANO: 

can the Hon Member say what rate of interest has been paid on 
demand deposits to Government in the period because will 
he confirm that he has said that the rate of interest 
reflects the factor that deposits in the Yost office 
Savings Bank are demand deposits. can Government 
say what rate it has obtained on its demand deposits, for 
example, with crown Agents.? • 

HON I AB ;OASIS 
they 

Sir, I think/vary from 2% to 12% for all that I  remember. 

SEmaKta: 

de mustn't go beyond the orbit of the question. You are right 
to make a comment because it was brought out in the 
Budget session as a matter of fact last'year as I remember 
However, you mustn't go beyond the orbit of the question. 
Next question. 

4 

4 



No.41. of 1977 ORAL 

D 

D 

The Hon G  T Restano 

Hill Government confirm that new equipment has been received by 
the Telephone Department and whether it now intends to introduce 
funk autometic dialling systems on external circuits for both 
telephone and telex? 

Answer: 

,The Minister for municipal services 

Yes Sir, new equipment ordered in 1975 has been received and is expected 
to be in operation by the end of this year. It is however 
specifically designed to extend exchange capacity to meet the 
continuing demand and also to replace some old equipment. The 
answer to the second part of the question is in the negative insofar as 
telephones are concerned. With regard to telex it is understood that 
Cable and ITireless will consider fully automatic external operation 
when they have a sufficient number of subscribers. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO. 41 OF 1977  

AM GT RESTANO: 

Mr speaker, how many external lines do we have in Gibraltar? 

MR SeEAKER: 

You were told last time. I think the Minister said there were two 
direct lines to London, two to Morocco and one from Spain. Is that 
right? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

That's correct, sir. 

MR SPA +'R: 

That is question No.38 of 1976. you are asking for information 
you asked last time. 

HON 2 J ISOLA: 

Is it a fact, Sir, that there have been no new telexes installed for 
sometime now due to the industrial dispute that has been going on , I believe, 
for many months? In those cixcuustances is it a fact that we will not have 
automatic telex and is there eny chance of seeing an end to this extraordinary 
dispute that seems to go on unseen and Unheard for over a year? 

D 

0 

0 
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MB. SP.LuAKER: 

Mr Dellipiani I stopped Mr Restano when he was asking you a 
supplementary question insofar as how many lines there were 
available between Gibraltar and the outside world in the 
belief that it had been answered in the question which was 
answered in the last meeting. I have cone through the 
Hansard and I cannot see that information so I must have cot 
it somewhere else. Therefore he is entitled to ask the 
question. I think the reply is that there are 5 lines. 

HON MAJOR P J 

That's right, sir, the answer is 5 lines. 

HON G.  T RE6TANO: 

Can the lion Member say if all these lines are on the same circuit? 

HON MAJOR F J  

No, they are not on the sane circuits. ue have two on vlIF 
and two on HF. The other one is the landline to Spain. 

HON G T RiSTANO: 

I take it then that the two lines which are on high frequency 
are direct to UK  or are they bypassed through any other administration? 

HON MAJOR P J DELLIPIANI: 

The HF 'circuits are direct to UK. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

Mr speaker, I would like to refer therefore to the Minister's reply 
in the last House when he said categorically that fully autohatic 
dialling was not possible because of other administrations and he 
mentioned a particular administration. Here we have two.lines 
direct on HF with UK. Cannot fully automatic dialling be 
introduced for those lines? 

HON MAJOR F J D4LLIPIANI: 

The two HF circuits Gibraltar/UK are suitable for semi-automatic 
working if the cable and wireless instal a signalling convertor otherwise 
known as a SECMAT. Unfortunately the British post office is most 
reluctant to encourage sigh Frequency radio within Europe. I 
think there are these two circuits alone in the whole of Europe 
working on HF and they don't want to encourage this, they want to do 
away. This is why we are unable to proceed with semi automatic 
communications through HF. 
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HON G T REsTANO: 

I never spoke of semi automatic, I have been talking about fully 
automatic. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Fully automatic is out of the question because it is a process where you 
start working through semi automatic transmission and then if the 
demand is there and the working circuits are available then you 
automatically go on automatic transmission. But it is no use 
going straight into the expense of going to automatic transmission 
if we haven't got the necessary circuits or the necessary demand. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

So therefore, Mr speaker, the reason why we can't have even semi 
automatic dialling is because the GPO will not allow for semi 
automatic dialling equipment to be installed in Gibraltar on 
the High Frequency lines, is that correct? 

HON MAJOR F J 

They want to do away with the two HF circuits. It is not used in Europe 
and they want to do away with this so whinto the expense of putting 
the signalling convertor by the Cable and wireless when the BP0  doul t want tc 
use this. They have other Deans available through Spain but for political 
reasons Spain doesn't allow us to use this. 

HON G T RAStaNO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Minister say how much traffic going into UK goaS-through 
the HF lines and how much traffic goes through the ITLIF through 
Morocco? 

HON MAJOR F J 

If the Hon Member will give me time I shall certainly produce this but he must 
realise I haven't got this information at hand. 

• HON G T RESTANO: 

Can the Minister say whether more traffic.., 

MR SPhIAKhR: 

No, no, we are talking about the posetbility of going fully automatic. 

HON G T RESTANO: 

I am trying to establish, Mr Spasker, if most of the traffic goes in fact 
through VIT. 

r 

r 
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HON MAJOA F J DLi,LIrlln~i I: 

The HF is the more reliable of the 2 different circuits. 
The vHF is out of action of the order of about 540!/0 
during the course of a year so naturally the HF is the one that is 
used most, logically. 

HOA G T REbTANO: 

Therefore, Mr  Speaker, I think the Government will realise the 
importance of having good teleconnunications and how important it is 
to the econoiiiy as well. Here we have the bulk of our traffic :soin to 
UK through a direct line and it is only the DPO who does not 
encourage the new installation which might be necessary which 
I understand is not very expensive, anyway. would the Government, 
through the NO, try to get the agreement of the B1-0 to this further 
equipment? 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

Vie can but try but it is not up to us whether they say yes or no. 

HON MAJOR A J f4LIZA: 

Am I right in asking the Minister then that no formal application 
has been made so far? 

HON MAJOR J DELLIPIANI: 

The actual lines do not belong to the Government of Gibraltar, 
they belong to the cable and wireless.. 

MR ISPEAKmR: 

You are being asked whether any application has been made to the GPO 
to convert our system through these t►ao lines into fully automatic or 
semi automatic. That is all that you are being asked. 

HON h&JOR F J 

I would like notice of that question. 

HON P J ISOLA: 

In view of the appalling service that is given by the BYO in ;n land 
to people who wish to ring Gibraltar, which inevitably brings 3 
hours delay at least, does not the Minister think that it is not 
unreasonable to ask the BYO that either they permit the semi automatic 
through the HF, or they provide a bettor service- to Gibraltar, which is 
absolutely appalling. People just give up trying to ring Gibraltar. 
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RON G T RBbTANO: 

Mr speaker, can the minister say when semi-automatic is installed how 
will somebody from England calling Gibraltar operate the semi-autoDatic. 
will he call his own operator in England, the GPO, or will he be able to 
directly dial the exchange in Gibraltar? 

HON MAJOR P J DELLIPIANI: 

In semi-automatic operations outgoing traffic is dialled by the 
operator and not by the subscriber. The operator monitors, controls 
and times the call and can therefore deal with the defficiencies in 
the number and the quality of theavailablecircuits, that is, if you 
want to ring up the UK you dial the operator here and the operator 
here rings directly to the subscriber in.England. That is semi-automatic. 

HON G T RLISTANO: 

Mr Speaker, what about the other way? That is where the delays occur 
and they occur today. 

HON MAJOR F J DELLIPIANI: 

The same will apply when we have semi-automatic. 

HON G T PU6TANO: 

Therefore there will be exactly the same delays in 'England as there are today 
because the subscriber has to call the operator and it is at the GPO level 
where delays take place. 

MR SPLAKI;R: 

We'll leave the matter now. 

• HON G T RLSTANO: 

Can I have an answer to that, Mr Speaker? 

MR SP ;AIR: 

• Well, the answer is obvious. There is nothing much we can do because it is 
on the other side. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr speaker, in view of the vital importance of communication, particularly 
telephone communication, businesswise,socialwise, humanewise in every 
sense the importance of establishing good telephone communication between 
Gibraltar and Britain - this has been going on for months now and 
nothing seems to be happening - could the Minister give an undertaking 
that he will promptly act on this and make a formal application to the 
GPO in the UK to try and get good communications established. can he do 
that? 

) 

1/ 
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HON MAJOR 1 J 

I said previously that we would certainly try. 

HON MAJOR A J PELIZA: 

Mr speaker, can the minister give a sense of urgency about this. 
It seems that the Ministeiyhot wholeheartedly behind the idea. 
Could he tell us if he is completely wholehearted behind the 
idea and is going to do his best to do it. This is what 
after. 

HON MAJOR f J DELLIPILNI: 

I promise. 

AR SPLAXUR: 

That is the first time I have heard a politician promise to do 
anything. 

4 



• No,42 cf 1977 ORAL 

The Hen M Xiberras  

Will Government report to the house en the state of 
Management/Staff' relations in the Medical Department? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Medical and. Health Services  

The relations betwecu management and staff are censidered 
to be satisfactory. 

SUITLEMENTARY  TO ScULSTION NO.42 OF 1977 

EON I. XIBER,RAS: 

Would the hen Member explain to the Ecuse how he can say so 
categcrieally that this is the case in view of the dispute that 
haw been taking place over some time? Could the Hon Member, 
for instance, say whether the nursing staff are now wearing 
their uniforms? 

HON A I MONTEGRIFFO: 

All the staff are now wearing their uniforms. 

MR SFEAUR: 

Yes, but we are not going into the reason why they are wearing 
their uniforms or what prevented them from wearing their 
uniforms? 

HON A F MONTEGRIFFO: 

0 

I don't usually interfere in negotiations. They met 
about two months ago. We settled the points which never arose 
originally from the industrial dispute. They accepted what we 
had originally offered in lieu of the double Sunday working 
overtime. Then because they brought something about leave 
and that was net accepted for the moment, they then said: "Well, 
we won't accept the offer that they had accepted in lieu of the 
Sunday working overtimel and at the moment the Union was in 
touch with us and they told us that they had formed a new 
caretaker committee and that when they have a new committee 
they will be informing us and they will be meeting us: 

S 

0 



No.43 of.1977 ORAL 

The Hen Dr R  G Vc,larinc  

Will Government inform parents cf the possible risks 
of whooping cough vaccinationl  considering the problems 
that have ..risen in the United Kingdeml 

Answer: 

The Minister for Medical E. Health Services  

Parents attending the Government's Immunological Clinic 
and seeking Whooping Cough Vaccination for their 
children arc informed in accordance with the 
procedure recommended by the Chief Medical Officer 
cf the United Kingdom Departmcntof health and 
Social Security which is based on the Standing 
Medical Advisory Committee's Memorandum on 
Immunisation Against Infectious Diseases 

SUFPLELENTARY  TO OESTICN NO.43  OF 1977  

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Would the hen Member elucidate how this information 
takes place please? 

HON A F MONTEORIFFO: 

The Procedure is that prior to imunising a child against 
whooping cough its parents are asked whether the child 
has a personal or family history of convulsion, cerebral 
irritation in the neonatal period, epilsepsy or any 
other disorder of the central nervous system, in which 
case the vaccine is not given. Children with acute 
illnesses, particularly those with respiratory 
symptoms, are not immunised until they are fully 
recovered. In cases where there are any severe local or 
general reactions to the first dose, no further doses of 
vaccine containing a whooping cough component are given. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

It obviously allows a doctor to decide when not to proceed 
but are parents-informed of the possible risks of whooping 
cough vaccination before they are vaccinated? 

HON A P MOITEGRIFFO: 

Yes, Sir, I explained that they are. I have explained what 

n 
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we tell the parent, or the mother that usually goes with 
the child. They arc given the information which I have 
already told the house. 

HON DR R VALARINO: 

So the vaccinator actually tellz the mother before the 
whooping dough. vaccination iakesplace. 
Thank you. 

4 

4 

4 
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No.44 of 1977 ORLI, 

The Hon Dr R G valarino 

D
will Government state what percentage of children up to the 
ago of 6 years have been fully vaccinated against Poliomyelitis? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Medical and Health services  

The percentage of children up to the age of 6 years who have been 

I)
fully vaccinated against Poliomyelitis is 80.4io. 

I) 
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Igo . 45 of 1977 ORAL 

The Ron Dr R G Valarino  

Can GovernMent confirm that some tenants .at, 
Varyl Begg Estate arc occupying flats with 
dangerous electrical wiring as a direct result 
of leakage cf water into the electrical 
instellaticns? 

Answer:  

The Minister for Edueaticn A Public Works  

Since the roofs started to leak at the Varyl Begg 
Housing Estate the contractor has irovided a 24 
hour service to assist any tenant whose electrical 
installation might be affected by rainwater. 
Obviously, if a rocf leak were to develop and 
the tenant were to•distegard it the danger would 
exist. however, in all cases where leaks . 
have been reported the contractor's electricians 
have immediately attended. 'ThOrc is no 
reason to presume that any dangerous electrical 
wiring exists in flats that are occupied unless 
the tenant has nct reported the leak. 

SUPPLEA,...ENTARI TO  OJESTION NO.45 OF 1977  

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Bon Member say that the degree of 
service provided haS been tc'disconnect the electricity? 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

I didn't hear the last few words. 

MR SPEAKER: 

That the degree of service being given consists 
exclusively of disconnection of the electricity 
supply when the report is given. 

PON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir, it is not a cuestion of disconnecting because the 
fuse system in these houses disconnects itself 
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MR SPEAKER: 

You are being asked that the degree of service 
being given by the contractor allows exclusively 
for the electrician tc gate the house where a 
report has been made and disconnect the 
electricity supply se that there will be no 
danger, inether_wrdS, leaving the tenant with cut 

HON K FEATHERSTONL: 

No, Sir, 'in-certain instance the 
electrical people concerned have brought 
wiring in from outside into the house so that 
some electricity is available. 

liON_j—BOW4ANO: 

Will the Hon Member agree that in the majority 
of these cases in fact all that has happened 
is that the particular point or light or switch 
has been made safe but that there is no 
electricity available and there is ne'indication 
of when it will be available. 

HON M K FEATHERSTONE: 

Sir I don't kncw any of those cases but if you 
would like to bring some to my notice we will 
leek into them. 

HO/ J BOSSANO: 

- IS-  the lion Member aware that there have been 
a number of cases where it is only ,after the 
tentnt has had an electric shock that the 24—hour 
service has come into operation? 

HON M K FEATELRSTONE: 

Sir, that is net the infrmation given to me. I 
understand that as soon as a report comes through 
they attend tc it very rapidly. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Will. the Hcn Member undertake to investigate specific 
cases that I Italie brought to his notice? 

HON M K FEATPLRSTONE: 

Yes, with pleasure. 
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No.46 of 1977 ORAL 

The hen  Major R J  Peliza 

Is the Government intending to provide club 
premises in the Varyl Begg Estate for the tenants 
in the Estate, and if so, when? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Housing Fc Sport  

Government intends to provide .club'premises at the 
Varyl Begt-Esttte in line with Government's policy in 
providing amenities as in other Estates. 

The reeuirement for a temporary schec•1 at this 
Estate has delayed positive consideration: for club 
premises until a permanent school is constructed 
at this Estate. 

SU1ILEMLNTPRY TO QUESTIOL NO.46  OF 1977 

HON 1- fJoa J ZA 

Does the Minister suggest then that the tenants will 
not have a club until the permnent school has •bec.n 
constructed? 

HON H J.ZIhMITT: 

Yes, I Em afrrid so, Mr Speaker. 

HOT-  I'AJOR R J ThLIZA: 

I was thinking, mostly of the senior citizens in that 
area who have in fact approached me, who are 
extremely eager to have a small place where they can 
meet and chat because apparently there are ne other 
forms cf amenity there. Could the Minister please 
reconsider the situation and see if some nook or corner 
could be found in the estate where something could be-donc? 
Surely, that is not beyond the imagination of this 
Government. 

HON H J ZAtIvITT: 

I am glad that the Hon Questioner has asked that question, 
Sir. It is regrettable that no provision was made in 
the planning of Varyl Begg Estate for club amenities or 
even. for a school. However, Government, Mr Speaker, 
has great concern for the senior citizens. There is a 
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very small room in the Estate .where the more 
elderly pan get together-  and have a little 
chat but Government is.very concerned and we have 
held a number o-f`meetings with the Varyl Begg 
Association tc try and find club premises to 
suit all the amenities required in such an 
estate. 

HON MAJOR r J FELIZA: 

Could the Minister say hew many more meetings he 
will have to hold before they have a place? 

HON H J ZAMMITTi 

Well, Mr Speaker, I don't know hew many meetings we will 
have to have, quite honestly, but it is regrettable 
thatdt wasn't held at the time when Varyl Begg Estate 
was first designed. or thought of and then we would not be 
answering this question today. 

ECN MAJOR. R J FELIZA: 

Is the Chief Minister aware that the Estate: was designed 
and thought of in-1969_and.perhaps—it-IS 
the biggest estate 'that has been built in 
Gibraltar and could he say that they haven't had time 
since 1972 when they took over to think about a thing 
like this when it was brought to their attention? 

FON J ISOLA: 

Could I ask the Minister for assurances that any. 
facilities are provided, even if it is for Senior 
Citizens, will also contain a section fo.r the youth 
of the area. I would have thought that there was'a 
great need for that too. 

HON P. J 2AMMITT:. 

Very much so, Mr Speakc.r, I think I incorporated that in 
a previous answer when I said it would be to take 
account not only cf the senior citizens but for the 
general requirements •of that particular estate. 
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No.47 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon Major R J Peliza 

Has Government ceased to dispose of derelict vehicles 
abandoned in public places, and if not, can it state why 
the carcass of a minibus has been lying in the Alameda 
Grand Parade for some weeks if not months? 

Answer: 

The Minister for housing and Sport 

The Police have not ceased to dispose of derelict 
vehicles abandoned in public places. 

The owner of the carcass of the minibus in question 
lying in the Alameda Grand Parade signed his consent 
for disposal on the 13 December 1976. The Police 
give priority to,the remov41 of.derelicts from public pc.rticuiar derelict Will DO removeu roads bilt 
very shortly. 

SUIELENTI,NTAnY TO OhLTION NO.47 OF 1977  

HON V.PJOR R J 1LLIZA: 

Mr Speaker, is the Minister aware that the carcass h,_:5 
been removed already? 

HON I= J ZAMIvITT: 

I am net aware, Sir. 

HON 1PJOR R J 1ELIZA: 

And furthermore is the Minister aware that there is 
a heap of rubbish lying where the minibus was and can 
he tell us whether it will take about 6 months to 
remove that as it took to removethe carcass? 

HON H J ZAI\AITT: 

I can answer for derelict cars. I cannot answer for 
rubbish. 
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No.48 cf 1977 ORAL 

The Hon  M Xiberras  

Are the old zebra crossings in the area of Boyd Street to 
continue as such and, if so,-will Government see to it 
that they are properly marked? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Housing & Sport.  

The road surface at Boyd Street became polished and 
slippery and as a temporary measure a thin surface 
dressing was applied to improve the conditions. 
Unfortunately fuel from vehicles destroyed this 
treatment. Remedial maintenance will be carried 
out as soon as weather conditions permit. The Police 
will ensure that their painting contractor mark the 
pressing as soon as possible. 

SUFFLEMENTARY TO OESTION NO.48 OF 1977 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Mr Speaker, can Government confirm that these zebra crossings 
are outside the law and can Government confirm whether they 
intend passing legislation to include them within the law? 

HON H J ZAMWITT: 

Sir, I cannot say-  that they are outside the law. I think 
the Hon and Learned Attorney General would be the person 
to answer that. We have to consider bringing it in 
line with the United Kingdom. 

MR SFLAKLR: 

I think the Ron ,uestioner was implying that they are not 
marked in accordance with the requirements of the 
regulations. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I am afraid that I cannot answer that question. 

,HON DR R G VALARINO: 

How many of these zebra crossings are not within the law 
specified as Buch? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I think that would be a matter for the Tranwport Commission 
to thrash cut. 
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No.49 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

Bearing in mind the increased movement cf pedestrians 
across (,,ueonsway in the vicinity cf the Viaduct 
roundabout, does Government intend to instal zebra 
crossings in the area? 

Answer: 

The Minister for housing and Sport  

At the recuest of the Transport Commission a scheme 
has been drawn up for the provision of a new traffic 
island and a pedestrian crossing at the Waterport 
roundabout. 

The scheme involves a considerable amount of new 
electrical work and the construction of the traffic 
island for which provision will be made in the 1977/78 
Draft Estimates. 

SUFkLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.49 OF 1977  

HON hi. XIBERRAS: 

When is the work going to be carried out? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

After the Estimates, Sir. 

HON h XIBERRAS: 

Very good, Mr Speaker, approximately when, two years? 

HON F J ZAMMITT: 

Well Sir after the estimates cannct be twc years. At the most,  
it will be one year. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Will the zebra crossings be within the law? 

HON H J ZAN.MITT: 

I am sure, Sir, that if we provide zebra crossings I very 
doubt that we would provide them outside the law. 
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No.50 of 1977 OR&L 

The jion M xiberras  

Is Government prepared to constitute a separate committee having as 
its purpose the encouragement, coordination and promotion of 
cultural activity and will Gavernuent consider introducing 
systematic financial support for such activity? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Housing and Sport  

Government provides financial assistance to cultural 
organisations through the committee for Financial Assistance 
to cultural and sporting Associations. At present the 
constitution of a separate committee for cultural activities 
is not considered necessary but I an prepared to consult on 
the matter with my colleague, the Minister for Education. 

SlIaLt;MENTAHY TO 06STION NO.50 OF 1977  

HON M XIBERRIL 

Mr speaker, does the Hon Member not recall a similar question 
which I put and I believe was answered perhaps during 
Budget time by the Hon Mr Featherstone in which he 
showed considerable sympathy for the idea if not of a 
separate committee certainly of more intensive and more 
systematic financial support for cultural activity? 

HON H J 4AMMITT: 

Sir, I cannot recall that, in all honesty. I am told that something 
did occur in that line but if the Hon member is concerned about the 
financial assistance to cUltural activities, I can say that in 
1974/75 a total of £510 was given, in 1975/76, 050 was given 
and in 1976/77, £1,410 were given for cultural activities. 

HON M XIBERE4S: 

Does the Hon Member wish this House to believe that that is, in 
his considered opinion, enough to carry out what the question asks, 
the co—ordination and so forth of cultural activities in Gibraltar? 
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HON H J LAMMITT: 

Sir, I don't think anybodyl any member of this House,would ever agree 
any sum of money is enough. This is what we can give within 
our means. 

HON m XIBSE.R&S: 

Without in any way wishing to minimise the importance of sport and 
withoqt in any way wishing to deprive sport of funds currently 
allocated to it, wouldn't the Hon Member, if he does have any 
interest in cultural revival in Gibraltar, not agree that it is a 
derisory sum of money that is allocated to culture in Gibraltar as 
compared with sport? 

HON H J ZAMmITT: 

Sir, pro rata I think the Hon. Member would be surprised at what is 
giVen to sport in relation to culture. But as I said before I would 
very much like to give more to culture and, indeed, more to sport. 

HON M AIBaRAS: 

If the Hon-Member means per capita then perhaps one might agree with 
him. Is that the criterion that is going to apply in these 
deliberations. 

HON H J 41IMMITT: 

No, sir, it is not the criteria. The criteria is the applications one 
receives and in every instance where there have been applications 
*.atom the Community Centre, the Gibraltar sympthony Orchestra, 
the sea Scout Band, the Drama Group, Art Group 4, the Girls choir, 
the Horticultural society, Photography, Philatelic and the History of 
Gibraltar, we have considered and granted. 

HON m 

would the Hon Member not agree that dividing some £900 - 
or whatever it is he said was allocated to cultusaI.activity, that if they 
are divided between as many entities as the Hon member has mentioned, that 
the sun allocated to each is more than derisory. 

MR SP R: 

think you are talking at cross purposes. The Hon Minister has not said 
that there is a sum which is divided amongst these. I think the 
Minister said that the total amount of contributions have added up 
to this. In other words there is not a limit to the amount 
granted. 
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HON A AIR6RRAS: 

Mr speaker, the arguments in my question still applies. 
£900 apparently, have been allocated to cultural 
activity and I au asking the Minister whether he does 
not consider the amount allocated to each individual 
activity as derisory? 

HON H J LAMAIT2: 

Mr Speaker, I pay not have bade myself quite clear. 
The list of entities that I listed is of course the 
number of bodies that have asked for aid during 1974, 1975, 1976 
and 1977. For instance, one would not divide the sum of 
£1,410 within the nine or ten that I listed. In 1976/77 
there were 4 applications from cultural activities and 
they received £1,410. If the Hon Member wants to know exactly 
I am prepared to give details. 

HON A LIadariliS: 

Mr Speaker, this is not what I want. What I want is so.ie 
acknowledgement or sone evidence of responsiveness from 
the Government as regards the cultural needs of Gibraltar, 
this is what I want. Is the Minister satisfied that 
the committee that at present allocates mins of money both 
to cultural and sporting associations is responsive 
to the needs of culture in Gibraltar? 

HON H J ZAMMIT2: 

Well sir apart from the dieect financial aid provided to 
those who applyt must be borne in mind that it is possible 
tbak some people/eve never applied nay think Government should 
go around asking them if they want money. AS I say there have been 
4 applications this year from the cultural field and in 
addition I think I should remind the House that there is of 
course the educational Government facilities and John 
Mackintosh Hall, for instance, which is there to assist in 
whichever way it can. 

HON M AIMRii116: 

Mr speaker, would the on Member like me to show him some views 
as to the cultural level of Gibraltar published by outside 
authorities and would the Hon Member when perusing this bear in 
mind that we are considered by a number of outside authorities 
as being something of a cultural desert in Gibraltar, and is the 
Government satisfied that this should remain so? 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, as in every particuldr case when one is asked to 
consider one is prepared to consider. I have had 
absolutely no complaints from any cultural group 
that we haven't met their depands. whenever possible we do 
meet their demands. 

HON M XIBLRLiAS: 

litr speaker, would he not say a priori though that any 
cultural activities which need encouraging by the 
Gibraltar Government could best be catered for by 
the Department of Education rather thin the Department of 
sport? would the minister be prepared to answer that one? 

HUN II J ZAmmITT: 

I think that is possibly correct, sir. I personally feel 
that the Department of Education should cater for 
culture. 

MR SP21a2;R: 

The answer is, yes. 

HUN H J LAIWITT: 

Yes, sir. 

HON m 2aBJRA&S: 

Mr Speaker I  am glad of that answer. Could,  the uon Member 
then inform me as to whether he had consultations with the 
Minister for Education in answering this question and 
apparently is turning down the original idea of the question 
for a separate committee for cultural activities? 

HON _I J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I cannot say that there should be a separate committee, 
that is another question the Hon Member is asking. The question 
of whether it should go under the.. education wing is a matter 
which I will be consulting with the Hon the Minister for 
Education. 

MR SP.EaKR: 

You have been asked whether before you prepared this reply 
you consulted with the Minister for Education? 
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HO A H J LAIIMITT: 

No, Sir. 

HON k 

Would the Hon Die-ober please refer to Hansard in certain 
exchanges with the Minister for Education and 
myself in which the Minister for Education invited ie to :;() to 
him and put forward my ideas which clearly is a 
Government responsibility but which I ail willing to do 
provided that there is recognition on the Government 
side which I an seeking by this supplementary that it 
could be possible for cultural activities to come under 
the minister for Education. Is the minister prepared 
to surrender control of that part of the Sporting and 
Cultural committee which appertains to culture and to 
pass it on to the Minister for Education, v.hich I think 
is the first step to be taken? 

HON Ii J 

Sir if the Government consider that it should be so it will 
be so. 'what I would like to remind the Hon ,-uestioner is 
that in the past the responsibility of Sport was always 
with education. I would be delighted to part with that 
responsibility if it is so considered. 

HON M. LIBBReAs: 

Would the Government then be prepared in the coming budget to 
make good the words of the Minister by an allocation of money 
which would reflect this attitude on the part of the Minister? 

HON H J ZAHLITT: 

Sir, that is for Government to consider. 
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No.51 of 1977 • 

The Hon N 4berras  

How many applications are there currently for Govern :dent housing? 

,inswer: 

The Minister for goupinr,  and  sport  

1600. 

SUPPLt2ENTaitY TO OESTION NO. 51 gP 1977  

HUN k XIBSRaS: 

How many of these applications does the minister consider will be 
attended to satisfactorily over the next, let US say, 12 months? 

HOV H J ZkanIT2: 

air, it is quite difficult. I don't think it would be fair'to me to 
give an exact figure. I can say that if the four vacant blocks at 
Varyl Begg Estate are allocated within the year that would :.wean 
some thing like 140 families. Penney House I think we may have 
something like 7, the remodernisation programme is another 9 

`and whatever else may come up as a result of the decanting, if any, 
on account of Varyl Begg Estate. 

ha SiAiiKER: 

156. 

HON H J ZaMNITT 

Something in that region, Sir. 

HON M XIBMIRAS: 

Mr Speaker, could I then ask the Minister if only. 156 applications out of 
1600 approximately are going to be dealt with in the next year, in the next 
two years does he expect an improvement of the position? 

O 
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HUN H J 

Sir, I certainly hope' to see an improvement. I cannot obviously in all 
consciGe accept that the problem will be solved within the next t;io 
years. 

HON M AIBIJERA6: 

No, of course not, Mr Speaker, I don't expect him to 
produce 1,600 flats. But does the Hon Member have any 
idea, and surely he must have in his present responsibilities, 
as to how many other applications are going to be dealt with in 
two years from now. He-.has given me 156, and taken into account 
Varyl Begg and so forth. In 2 years from now how many of these 
1600 families can reasonably hope to have their cases dealt with? 

HOD H J ZAAMITT: 

Sir, I cannot again commit myself to a particular figure but I think 
the Hon MeMber Well knows that the possibility exists that if one 
is talking of.... 

MR SPERKER: 

Let us not speculate. If you can dive an estimate, plirenough, 
but if you say you don't know anything else is superfluous.... 

HON H J ZAMMIIT: 

Sir, I am afraid I cannot answer that question. 

HON Di LIBLRRAS: 

Mr Speaker, does that mean to say that the Hon Member and the Government, 
generally, cannot tell the people of Gibraltar how many familieSt, 
despite their calculations and so forth and their predictions which have 
already been made in fact this House but l'am asking now in a 
specific form, how many families are going to be accommodated from 
the Housing List in the next 2 years. Is that a fact that he does not 
have the information available or he doesn't want to tell the House? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I am sorry I do not withhold any information from this House. 
not able to answer that question. It is not that I aa withholding 
information in the slightest, I am net. 

I am 
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3. 
LION M XIBERR5: 

Is the Hon Member hopeful that there will be accommodation from 
somewhere in the next two years which the House is not aware of 
besides Rosia Dale and modernisation and so forth. surely the 
Department of Housing does have some indication of what units will 
become available in the next 2 years. 

HON H J &MITT: 

Sir, we have not a direct indication. The whole situation will we hope 
result in a decline in the number of applications and I think what does 
occur on some of these instances is that more than one application 
from one particular family in an attempt to see who comes out with most 
points. That exists and the Hon Member well knows that that exists, sir, 
and therefore I am not saying again that that is going to solve the 
problem. Of course the remainder apart from Varyl Begg that will alleviate 
the situation is whatever can be done in modernisation, Sir. 

HON M XIBLRRAS: 

Mr Speaker, that is what I  am trying to get from the minister in view of this 
great figure. Is the minister saying that because of two or more 
applications coming from one family this figure which he has given the 
House of 1600 is not a realistic figure of the number of fAmilies in need of 
housing? 

AOA H J ZAMAITT: 

It May be a realistic figure, air, of the number of people requiring 
accommodation but I seem to remember that when varyl Begg Estate was 
planned it was said that it would solve Gibraltar's housing needs and Ive now 
find that we have more applications today than when Varyl Begg Estate was 
built. 

HON iii XIBERRLS; 

Mr Speaker, I didn't want to ask him how many clubs he was going to build for 
estates I SR asking about tote basics, how many flats if the Government going 
to build or modernise and how many people is it going to house? Could I 
ask the Minister the question whether he recalls this side of the House 
drawing the Government's attention to the grave crisis in housing that would 
arise in these coming 2 or 3 years, perhaps even 4. Does the minister recall 
that and what has he done in the meantime in order to meet more of these 1600 
applications than apparently is going to be the case? 
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HON J LAmAITT: 

Sir, I can assure the Hon Member and indeed the House that the 
housing problem is probably number one priority within any 
Government or any development program;ie. we are doing our utmost 
to try and solve as much as we can. Again I regret I cannot 
give the Hon Member a detailed account of what will occur in the 
next two years. 

HON Psi XIBaRk6: 

It is not minister's responsibility - at all, or that particular 
Minister's responsibility, it is the responsibility of the.  
Government as a whole and of the minister for Development or the 
Chief Minister or.  what have you. But the minister.I think has shown, 
does he not agree-, that there is a grave crisis in housing. 

HON J BOS0ANO: 

Mr Speaker, has the Hon Member any idea of the number Of new houses 
that are needed on average in a year just to keep the situation static, 
that is, to stop it deteriorating? Has anybody made any estimate of that 
figure? 

HON H J ZAdmITT: 

Sir, I haven't. What I can say is that on average we receive soue 10 
applications _per Week Therefore, Mr Speaker; on the basis bf the 
150 that he is going to be able to allocateye should be 350 worse off Ia 
a years time. 

HON h AIBERRaS: 

Mr speaker, is the Government in negotiation at all with MOD as r s 
Chilton Court? 

MR SPLAKgR: 

No, no. Next question. 

1 
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No.52 of 1977  

The Hon xiberras  

Will Government state when the remaining flats at varY1 Be' 
Estate will be allocated; will they further state what miniuun 
pointage will qualify applicants to obtain the various sizes of 
flats available? 

Answer,: 

The Minister for Housinf-: and ;Sport  

Government cannot state when the repining 4 blocks at the Varyl 
Beg„ Estate will be allocated. ACcordingly it is impossible 
to state,-at this stage, the minimum pointages which will 
be required to qualify for accommodation. 

SUPT-lait.STARY TO ,.QUESTION NO.  52 OF_ 71, 

HON M.krAolliAaS: 

would the Minister not agree, however, that taking today as a line 
that it would be possible to give the House an indication of what 
minimum pointages would be required for the various sizes of 
accomodation? 

HON A J 4LMRIT2: 

No, sir, it would not be possible for a number of reasons. One is 
that one would have to know exactly what the percentage of the 
medical category cases, Civil Service Quarters and the rest of tiaLa9 
to know exactly what could move in to Vary]) Begg Estate to give cut 
with exactitude the minimum number of points required. 

HON a IdB.6BiiiiS: 

I didnit ask the Minister for exactitude I asked him for an 
indication. Would the Hon Member not say that today for a 4-room 
flat 270 points is considered insufficient? 

RON H J ILMMITT: 

Sir, completely insufficient. That would. be  extremely low. 

HON H XIBLRRAS: 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon Minister not agree that this again 
in the rough indication of the pointages needed for the various types of 
houses, this again points to a crisis in housing in Gibraltar? 

• 
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HON El J 6AMRITT: 

Not necessarily, Sir. I am not saying that there isn't a crisis in 
Gibraltar on housing. The problem of housing has been with us 
for many years and no doubt it will be with us for many more 4 
years. I think there is a great amount of false hopes that can 
arise sometimes from this very own House, Sir, when we have in 
the past given out minimum number of pointages required. 

Some people unfortunately, fail to make it and then, of course, 
one has to adjust or try to make it good by way of explanation 
which is not at all easy. The reason why these pointages have 
been inflated so tremendously I think the Hon kember well knows is 
as a result of the.delay.particularly in Phase 6 and Block 18 
being allocated and they are of course increasing. 

HON 1., XIMEZ,AS: 

Mr Speaker, whilst entirely agreeing with that as a factor in 
this matter, namely, the delay in the completion of the last 
stage of Varyl Begg Estate, would the Hon Member not agree that since 
there is nothing to follow then we are in for a rapidly deteriorating 
situation in housing? 

HON H J GAAJAITT: 

Sir; it would be futile of we to sy that there isn't a problem, there 
certainly is a problem. The only hope we have, apart from Rosin; p:ae in 
the immediate future, would be the modernisation programme which is now 
speeding up at Flat Bastion Road. It is beginning to move and we hope that 
it will alleviate the situation, Sir. 

HON 11 XIBL;RELS: 

I think he mentioned a figure of 9. jell, I don't know perhaps I an 
wrong. How does the Minister in view of the fact that he does agrees 
that we are heading for a rapidly deteriorating situation. 

KR SPE&ICE;R: 

He does not agree. 

HON a XIBSRRAS: 

dell perhaps Mr Speaker, he iS at variance with most of Gibralt.:r on this. 
But how can the Minister justify his statement then that Government has 
housing as its top priority? What can the Minister advance in sudport of 
that statement? 

1 



3. 

MR SPEAKta: 

You are being asked questions which you don't have to answer. You 
are being asked questions to justify your position and not seeking 
information. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

I don't mind answering them. 

HON M XIBEREAS: 

Well, if I may put it this way. How many in support and as evidence 
of the Government's attention towards housing, being its top 
priority, what is the Minister producing in terms of concrete 
flats? 

HON H J ZAMITT: 

Sir, it is not for me to produce concrete flats, Sir, so long are they 
are waterproof I think I would be quite happy. It is of course 
my responsibility as Minister of Housing to report to my colleagues in 
Government the day to day need and try to focus the future. Without 
any doubt I am convincedthat whenever my colleagues GO on development 
talks to the United Kingdom housing will be given thepriority it 
very well deserves. 
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No.53 of 1977 ORLI, 

She Hon J B  Perez 

Does Government intend to impose a £10 annual fee for those 
using the facilities at the Victoria Stadium? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Housing and Sport 

Government is considering the implementation of a Membership 
Fee for those using the facilities at the Victoria stadium 
Sports Centre. 

ggPLEMENTARY TO U1 STIOId  1013 OP 1977  

HON J B PEREZ: 

Mr speaker, does not the Hon Member consider the fact that this fee 
would • diScourage those less. fortunate to participate in Sport in 
Gibraltar? 

HON H J ZANY.LITT: 

No, Sir. 

HON ft jUBEREAS: 

Mr Speaker, is Government considering any alternative plans? 

HON H J ZAHMITT: 

No, Sir. For the past 6 years Government has been able to resist 
charging for the use of sporting facilities. with the completion 
of Phase 2 Government feels that the time has new come for the 
sports Centre to part pay for itself gm is the practice with 
Sports Centres in the UK open for use by Education Authorities and 
the community. The implementation of a Centre membership 
scheme and the rates to be charged is at present under 
consideration. It should be borne in mind that in order that 
consideration may be given to the provision of additional 
sporting facilities or much needed extensions as the existing ones, 
it is essential to establish thoul facilities-  can substantially part 
pay for themselves. 

HON Di AIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, does that mean that, in fact, the Government is 
considering alternative means for this £10 annual fee? 
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HON H J LAJAmITT: 

I have not mentioned that figure, sir, 

HON H ..laBERRA3: 
4 

Or for an annual fee. Is Government considering a turnstile approach 
to it with a minimum fee as people come into the stadium? 

HON II J ZAMMITT: 

There will be two questions, sir. The Hon Member opposite has 4 
mentioned a fee of £10 which would mean, if my mathematics are 
right 3.65p a day. 

MR 3PEAKER: 

I would like you to say whether you are going to implement the 
£10 fee or not. If you are not that is the end of the 
£10, because otherwsie you are talking On matters that do not 
concern the House. If you are not goinOo charge the £10 then that is 
the end of that matter. 

HON H J Z. N14ITT: 

ae don't know what we are goiag to charge, sir. 

MR SPEAKER: 

If you want to explain that you are going to charge something else you 4 
are free to do so. 

HON h J ZAMMITT: 

Uith respect, sir, the question was whether we had. considered an 
alternative system, we find it would be mn)ractical to charge 
anything less than 3p per day. 

HON hAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, since the Minister seems to have very little information 
on this yet can he promise this House that before imposing any 4 
fees he will being it to this House to discuss further? 

HON H J ZAHHITT: 

No, sir, I am afraid I am not prepared to commit myself on that. 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Doesn't the Minister consider that this is a batter of publb interest, 
generally, since lots of people participate in sport and it is vital, I 
think, for the welfare and morale of Gibraltar, doesn't he consider it a 
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matter particularly since the Opposition has shown so muck 
interest, that he should bring it to this House to have it 
further discussed so that we may be able to contribute to the 
discussion? why has it got to be so secretly done? 

HON II J ZAMLITT: 

I can assure the Hon and Gallant major Peliza that there is 
certainly no secrecy, this has already been brought to the 
attention of the Sports Advisory committee for their views. 
There have been absolutely no objections from the Sports 
Advisory committee. It  has yet not come to my colleagues for 
their consideration but I think it is a matter for the Government to 
decide. 

HON MAJOR h J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, could I assure the minister that I am not by any 
means saying that this matter has got to be decided by the 
Opposition. But doesn't he think it worthy of this House 
that this matter should be put to the House and discussed by 
the Opposition which I think has shown so much interest? what is 
wrong with that? 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, could I just ask the Hon Member whether he will confirm 
that he has just said that there has been no objection in the Sports 
Advisory Committee, that is, no single member of the Sports Advisory 
Committee has expressed a view against the £10 or any annual fee for that 
matter? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

No, sir, there has been no objection from any member. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Has there been any alternative suggestion put forward, for exampL,,, 
such as using advertising revenue? 

HON H J ZAI'IMITT: 

The question of advertising revenue was not put as an alternative, sir, 
it was mentioned as has been mentioned in the past on many occasions to try 
and obtain revenue but not in lieu of this. 

HON J BOSDANO: 

Is Government prepared to consider that means of raising money if they 
want to raise money from the Stadium rather than an annual fee? 
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HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, Government has considered that in the past and I think I should 
reiterate the difficulties one finds there. If one is to think of „A 
particular advert one finds that the company concerned would distribute... 

AR dPE1AK6R: 

I think what you are saying is that whilst Government is considering 
gaining revenue from advertising, it is not going to b, lieu of 
this and therefore it is not relevant to the question. 

HON h AIB4RRLS: 

In lieu of what? 

SPEAKM: 

I think the minister has been very helpful on this one. He has been 
asked whether Government is prepared to consider raising revenue fral 
advertising in lieu of the annual fee and the answer has been that 
Government has.. been considering advertising in adition to but not in 
lieu of and therefore advertising is not relevant. 

HON h XIBhREAS 

May I ask a fresh question to the Minister. On what has he consulted the 
Sport Advisory Committee, is it on the principle, or has he put any 
specific proposal before them? 

AR SPLAKLR: 

No, the Minister doesn't have to answer that question. we are only here to 
answer whether it is Government's intention to impose an annual fee of £10. 

HON N XIBERMS: 

Mr Speaker, can I put the question then, has the minister put the 
proposition to the Sports Advisory Coaiaittee that there should be a £10 
annual fee for those using the facilities at the victoria Stadium? 

HON H J ZAAM1TT: 

Sir, the figure of £10 is a matter for Government to decide, if and when 
the whole thing is agreed to in principle. The Sports Advisory 
Committee have been consulted on the general basis of payment by users 
the Victoria stadium. 

ION M XIBERRLS: 

So there hasn't been any formal proposition for £10? 
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MR SPSAKLR: 

The Hon Minister is saying that the Committee has discussed the 
principle of making a charge for the use of the Stadium 
and that there has been no objection. I think that is 
completely and utterly clear. 

HON m. AlIBLAR116; 

I am asking whether he has put the proposition of £10 annual fee. 

MR SPmaKi.a: 

• • 
No, he has said that there has never been a question as far as 
Government is concerned of a charge of £10 that is the question 
which was asked and the answer was that Government was considering 
the implementation of a membership fee for those using the 
facilities at the Victoria stadium Sports Centre. 

HUN H AIBLRAA.6: 

They have not proposed £10? 

AR 6krAAKEIR: 

No. 

HON G T ithST&NO: 

Mr Speaker, how much does Government expect to raise, or how much 
does Government require to raise from the Stadium? what figure? 

HUN H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, no figure has been pinpointed. It is, 1 think, 
no secret that the running of the stadium today will be 
something like £80,000 per annum. If we can get whatever revenue 
we can get and•pour back by way of further development for that 
facility or any other facility then, of course, we are 
progressing. But we atm not earmarking to try and get £10,000 
or £50,000 out of the Centre atI all. 

HON J BUS0ANO: 

Mr Speaker didn't the Hon Member say previously that the objective would 
be to see at this stage whether the Centre could part pay for itself 
and if that is so what sort of level of part payment does the 
Government consider desirable, 50"/0, or 25'A or 10)0 or what? 
They must have some idea, how else can they approach the figure of 
£10 or any other figure? 
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MR SPEPata: 

They have not approached the figure of £10. Let us be clear on that 
one. 

HON J BOSsANO: 

They haven't got the foggiest idea how much they want. 
They don't know whether they want £10 or p,10CIt  

HON H J 41EMITT: 

Sir, this natter has not yet been brought, as I said earliL:r on, 
to my colleagues for their consideration. The question has been 
aired now for considerable time and it is now thought that it is 
high time  

hR Serlia@R: 

You are being asked a simple queAion. Has Government estiLlat-d the 
amount of revenue which they wish to raise with this measure? 
It is as simple as that. 

HON H J GAIMAiTT: 

Not as yet, Sir. 

MR SPEALJR: 

That is the answer. 

HON J BOSoi.NO: 

Well, that is not precisely what I was asking, Ar speaker, if you 
will allow me to say so. I was saying if the Government policy 
which will eventually be translated into an estimate is to 
achieve a certain level of part payment, what sort of 
part payment do they consider desirable? Do they think 
that the stadium should provide for 5070 of its running cost, 
or 270 of its running cost or all its running cost, or 1070 
or what? They must, have some basis as the starting point  
otherwise unless•they have already reached that first very 
preliminary stage they are no way near considering it, I would 
have thought, in council of Ministers or anywhere else. That is 
the most initial and simple stage that the matter must have reached. 

HUN H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I must say again that Government has not yet considered this 
Paper, sir. It has been only aired between management and 1.;yElf 
and the sports Advisory committee. Once the Paper is formulated it 
will go to Government for their consideration. 
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HON J BUSSANO: 

But has the Minister got the faintest idea of what he would like to 
see in terms of part payment of the Stadium through charging of fees, 
the remotest idea? 

HON H J GAMJAITT: 

Well, sir, I an certainly not out to try to get the stadium. to 
pay for itself. One knows that one can't derive the suu 
I mentioned earlier on for the upkeep of the Stadium to be paid 
by the 7,000;  users of the stadium. some contribution is ,-Athat I aia 
looking for but I cannot give a percentage. 

MR SPPJAKER: 

You are saying that the Advisory coilmittee feels that some 
contribution should be made but that no decision has been 
taken as to what it is going to be exactly. Next question. 
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No.54 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon J B Perez  

Will Government consider organising an annual Sports 
Week? 

Answer: 

The Minister for housing and Sport 

Yes Sir, if and when possible. 

SUFFLEMENT1RY TO QUESTION NO 54 OF 1977  

1101 J B PLREZ: 

yr  Sperker, may I suggest tc the Hen Member that 
possibly May 14th may be a very appropriate date to 
organise the Annual Sports Week since there is a 
team from Switzerland playing an international match 
against Gibraltar. Would the Hon Member consider May 
14th as an appropriate date? 

D HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, in past years Government has organised various 
international sporting events and this year plans to 
organise a Sports Festival during the month of May. 
However, past experience has shown that it is not 
practicable to organise several different sporting 
events during the course cf the same week and the 
Festival may, therefore, have to spread ever the 
months cf May and June. 

U 



D 

D 

D 

No%55 of 1977 ORAL 

The_ hen J B Perez 

Does Government intend to bring any English soccer teams to 
play in Gibraltar this year? 

Answcr: 

The Minister for housing & Sport  

In connection with the Silver Jubilee Celebrations 
Goverment has made tentative approaches to two 
English See.cet Teams with a view to exploring the 
possibility of visiting Gibraltar for a Sports Festival 
in May. 

SUFFLEYENTITA TO .JJESTION NO.55 OF 1977  

uor J B FEREZ: 

Mr Speaker, mEy I ask the lion Member t . what cost? 

EON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, the cost is not known with exactitude. I 
-.Pan give E rough estimate if the Hon Member would 
like to know. The air passages today for a 
football team and a 5 or 6 day stay at a hotel 
would be in the region of about £3000 per team. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, dees,thig mean that we can expect the total 
expeneture to be in the region of £000 eventually? 

EON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, if it is a tournament, possibly. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

I was referring Mr Speaker, to the £6000 or so 
that the House voted in favour of the last tournament 
the Minister organised. Would the Minister give a 
categorical assurance to the house, however, that on 
this occasion if as we did hope that this tournament 
does come off, that he will mi..ke absolutely certain 
that Hon Members on this side of the House will be not 
be let in for a big £6000 surprise at the end of the 
proceedings. 
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HON F J ZAMNIW: 

Sir, I cannot assure Eon Members. I can't assure 
anybody. If the public fail to turn up then of 
course Government will have to face the underwriting 
or part of the underWriting if _we are to organise 
a Silver Jubilee Sports Week. If, on the other hand, 
Mr Speaker, it proves to he the success I would like it 
to be, then, of course, we may find we may make a 
profit. 

hON W XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member iv misconstruing my 
ciuestion. What I am asking him to do is to make sure 
that the conditions under Which these teams re brouOt 
to Gibraltar are made clear to the public, generally 
se that this House later does not have to meet a 
commitment that the Government had not entered into when 
the thing was being planned. In other words that we 
shculd. knew wha.t•the'conditions- are to be, Who is to 
pay if it is a success or if it is not a success?;  

HON H J ZAM1ITT: 

Sir, on this particular occasion I can. commit myself to 
say that Government has agreed to an underwriting of up 
to £5000 en this particular venture. 

• 
HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Sir, Will the MiniSter ensure that local teams 
participate in this tournament? 

HON H J ZAMITT: 4 

Sirl'I am-sorry I didn't hear that. 

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

Will the Minister ensure that local teams will participate in 
this tournament? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Certainly not with football, Sir. 
4 



No.56 of 11977 

The Hen J Bossanc  

ORAL 

Can Government state how successful the new Warden 
Structure in the Housing Section is proving and. 
!whether they propose to expand the maintenance gang 
in order to be able to deal with a volume of miner 
maintenance jrbs? 

Answer: 

The Miniter for housing & Sport  

The Warden Structure has proved to be a great success 
and Government is considering the further expansion 
of the Maintenance Gang to deal with minor maintenance 
jobs. 

SUFILEYENTira TO OJESTION NO.56 OF 1977  

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, does the Hon Member agree that this 
maintenance gang sh(.uld be, in fact, an integral ' part 
of the Housing Section if the momentum is to be kept? 

FON H J Z1-:1v NITT: 

Sir, it is obvious that the expansion of , a,maintenance 
gang within the Fidusing Unit or Department would 
obviously best suit housing needs because it would be 
obvious that our priorities would be done according to 
cur priorities. 

'HON J BOSSANO: 

Does the Ron Member also not `consider that in view of the 
constraints that the FWDis suffering from in 
maintaining its own programme of other maintenance work, it 
is desirable that further strain should net be put en 
the FWD staff by putting this work under the FWD umbrella 
rather than under the Housing Department. 

HON H J ZAk,MITT: 

Sir, the small maintenance gang that the housing Unit already 
has has been found to be working very well. One has to 
be careful, Mr Speaker, of how much one can foresee a 
maintenance gang within the Housing Section. Today there is 
probably L need for the minor repairs that the Hon Leder of 
the Opposition is asking about but I don't really know if the 
long term policy of having a work gang permanently with the 
Housing Unit would be of that value. 
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F01'; J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speakwr, would the Hon Member not agree that 
for the next ? cr 4 years there is clearly sufficient 
volume of work in eonnccticn with making, for example, 
pre—war dwellings that are. handed into Government as a 
result of the allocation of new accommodation bringing 
this up tostF-ndttd, in other words that there is a sufficient 
volume e.f—W-ork within the existing housing'programme to 
keep an enlarged gang fully occupied. 

HON 14 J Z.A1v1 ITT: 

Sir, the pre—war accommodFAien sitution has altered 
slightly because of.-the modernisation programme. Invari%-ably 
pre—war acco.mm&dvtion that is vacated is possibly 
modernised which is work a little beyond I think what a 
maintenance gang would be expected to do. Sc we :wculd 
not have a tremendcus amount of the smaller tasks 
recnired in pro—war accommodation. However, I am not 
saying. that an expansion has not got its virtue.' 

HON J POSSPNO: ( 

Can the Hon Member say whether he is in fact thinkink: 
making provisions for such an expansion.in the 
forthcoming estimates? 

FON H J ZANFITT: 

Sir, I think the matter is one for consideration in 
:the form of a Paper to the Council of Ministers for 
censideretion before one can commit oneself to incorporate 
this in the forthcoming estimates. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

can he, in fact, confirm that the proposal would have his 
supi,ort as Minister for Housing? Does he support the 
expansion of this particular part of the housing Section? 

HON H J ZAkMITT: 

Sir, obviously the Warden Structure is a new baby. It has only 
been functioning for .a year and so far of course one has to 
admit that it has worked very well. One's sympathy may well 
be with a particular course of. action and I personally foci 
that it' could have its virtues and it should be looked at. 

YR SPEAKER: 

In other words the answer is, yes. We will go to the next 
question. 



) No.5? cf 1977 ORAL 

Th-e• Hon J Bo s s ano  

Can Government stEite whether they are -assuming 
responsibility for the rehousing of tenants of 
Trafalgar House who have been given notice to quit? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Housing & Sport  

No, Sir. The applications of those tenants who have been 
given Notice to quit have been assessed under the relevant 
Dispossession Clause contained in the Housing Allocation 
Scheme (Revised) 1974 and the applicants will be offered 
accommodation when their respective pointages qualify 
them for accommodation in accordance with their family's 
requirement. • 

SUFILEMENT.ARY TO QUESTION NO 57 OF 1977  

HOP J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Ron Member not agree that the fact 
thct they have been given notice to quit will improve their 
chances of getting a house? 

HON H J 

Sir, I have said that they have been assessed under the 
relevant dispossession Clause contained within the 
Housing Allocation Scheme therefore that boosts them 
up but it does not mean that they qualify. They may well 
qualify or they may well not qualify. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, could the Hon Member say whether the 
Government is considering any change in legislation 
that may be required to prevent a continuing burden 
pf this nature being imposed cn the Housing List where 
people do move quite rapidly up the pointage as a result 
Of the action of private landlords? 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Sir, I can say that Government intends revising and 
locking at very closely housing policy as a result of what 
is occurring. 
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HON M XIBERRAS: 

In the absence of legislLtion_which apparently 
desired by all sides of the House has the Minister 
had any discussion of the prcblem with the new 
landlords of Trafalgar Rouse and  

MR SPEAK*: 

No, no. This is opening the orbit of the question. 
The question was: "Can Government say whether 
they are assuming responsibility of the rehousing 
of tenants of Trafalgar_licuAe_who_ha'yehen given 
notice to quit?" 

:ON M XpERRAS: 

The Hen Member opposite has said that he is not but 
then he has said that the persons concerned will be 
assessed under the dispossession clause which, Mr 
Speaker, ruts their peintage up very considerably. 
I am asking the Hon Member, as it has been the 
practice in the Housing Department over a number 
of eases, whether 'discussions have _been with the 
landlords concerned. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I will allow the question to the extent that'the 
Minister can answer "yes" or "no", as to whether he has 
had conversations with the landlords, but no more. 

HON H J ZAMMITT: 

Yes,.Sir, we have had conversaticnswith the landlords. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, could I ask the Hon Member what will happen to 
any tenants that are actually physically evicted from 
Trafalgar House, apart from their pointage going up, 
Will they be. allowed to camp on the street until 
the pointage rises to the appropriate level? 

HON H J ZAMVITT: 

Sir, I cannot answer that question the way. I think the 
Member would like me to answer it. I am afraid 
have net a solution for that. We will have to look at the 
situation very carefully if and when it arises. One carrot 
accept responsibility of a landlord evicting a person and 
expecting Government'to rehouse them with any sort of advantage ( 
or privelege over these who have been waiting fOr many years. 
I can foresee an abuse of this.- 
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No.58  of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon J Bossano 

Car Government state whether tile decanting of either Nos 
15 or 41 Town Range has been completed and if so on 
what date? 

Answer: 

The Minister for housing and Sport 

No Sir. Some of the families who still remain there 
will be rehoused when the remaining 4 Blocks at the 
Varyl Begr Estate are allocated. 

SUIPLEENTARY TO UESTION NO.58 OF 1977 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Ctn the Hon Member say how many families there are in 
either 15 or 41 Town Range? 

EON H J ZANNITT: 

I think Sir, there are nine families at No.15 
and eight families in No.41 and one squatter. 
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No.59 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon Dr R  G Valarine 

Can Government state what percentage of Gibraltarians 
in the age group 16-20 years are without employment? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Labour &  Social Security 

Slightly ever 4%.. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO UESTION NO.59  OF 1977  

HON DR R G VALARINO: 

In actual numbers could the Minister tell me how many, 
please? 

HON A J CANEFA: 

Yes, these are the numbers on the 19th January this 
year — 70 Gibraltarians of both sexes within this 
particular age group. 

I 



No.60 of 1977 ORLI, 

The Hon G T  aestano 

Can Government state the number of work permit holders who 
have given up their jobs in Gibraltar in the distributive 
trade quota since March 1976? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Labour andsagklaecurity 

41, Sir. 

SUPPLEMiSTARY TO 4psTioN NO.60 OF 1977  

HON G T EJL0TANO: 

Have any new permits been issued to take the quota of those 41 
who have given up their jobs? 

HON a J CANE.VA: 

That I cannot answer I regret, sir, because the way 
the question is phrased did not indicate about any 
supplementary on the action that the Departuent was 
taking. It was just a question of people giving up 
their work permits. I can give further information about 
the people that give up these work permits. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I entirely agree. 

HON a J CANEFA.: 

I have got breakdowns and so on but that is all. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, does the Hon Member recall having said in a previous 
question that he had made a statement at budget time that as a result of 
unemployment in this particular area the Department was not issuing 
new permits when others were given up. so that, in fact, cousistont 
with that answer you'should have expected-the Department to issue 
no new permits in respect of these 41. 

MR SPEAKLR: 

what the Hon Gerald Restano was asking was not that, whether new 
entry permits had been given, it was as to how many have been employed to 
replace these from, perhaps,within Gibraltar itself. 
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HON J BW6A.NO: 

No, I think the Hon Aember.... 

.J.F.E:AKI:.A: 

Well, let us make the position clear on that one first. 

HON G T Rh2TANO: 

I asked how many people had given up their employment and as a 
supplementary I am asking how many new permits have been issued 
to make up those 41? 

HON A J CAN .PA: 4 

I have not got the answer to ths...t question, Mr Speaker, because 
didn't anticipate that question. I anticipated, perhaps, 
supplementaries about the breakdown by natuionality, the 
breakdown by employment. I can tell him who the 41 
were and what they were employed at and so on. 

BON G T RESTAN°: 

Well, Mr Speaker, since the Minister obviously has gone to some 
langthim prepare his work, can we ask hire to let us know what he 
has prepared. 

HON A J CANaA:  

No, I am not interested in wasting the time of the House, Hr Jpeakor, 
I am interested in providing information on any bona fide 
supplementary that I can answer. 

HON MAJOR R J et:LIZA: 

Could, you give us a breakdown of the 41. 

HON A J CANtiPA: 

Yes, out of the 41, 32 were Moroccan citizens, 9 aure Indian 
citizens. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, returning to the information which the Hon Member does not 
have available, notwithstanding the fact that he did not expect o. 
supplementary, would be agree that there should have been no new 
permits issued consistent with the policy that he has explained before 
to the House? 
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HON A J CANNIJA: 

May I say what I mean by new now and what I meant by new during 
the budget time last year. If a- particular employer has, 
say,. 3 shop assistants and he makes an application for a fourth 
shop assistant, the Department interprets that as being a 
new work permit. If one of the 3 shop assistants leaves 
Gibraltar and he requires neverthelesS'that work permit to be 
renewed for a replacement, that is not a new work permit. 
That was the policy that I was enunciating nine months 
ago and of course since then there has been a lot of water 
under the bridge, a flood, in fact, during the last week or so. 

MR SPEAKER: 

I would like to clear a point, so that we will save a lot of time. 
From your argument it follows that if an employer has 4 and one 
leaves and he has not asked for a replacement he loses that one 
for ever. 

HON A J CANLIJAA 

At the time, Mr Speaker, 9 months ago; .that would not have been 
regarded as a new work permit. It is still not being regarded as 
a new work permit though a new policy has been adopted in the 
last.  fortnight or so with regard to this about which the on 
11/. Bossano knows a lot because he is a member of the manpower 
planning Committee which I now chair and about which Mr Restano 
may also know a little bit from Hr Bossano. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, no doubt the Hon Member will know if he cares to 
look back over what has been happeningrov that he is Chairman of 
the committee over what has been happening over the last two 
years, he will realise that that definition has not been in fact 
put inside the Manpower -elanning committee for at least 2 
years since I have been there. But would: the Zion Member, and 
think if there is some doubt about that we can go back to the 
records perhaps at the next meeting of the ?louse when I shall 
give him notice of other questions in this respect, would the 
lion Member not agree that if there is a fixed quota and if the 
quota is taken up then, in fact, a new permit in the sense of an 
increase in the quota is impossible. It doesn't require any 
new policy statement from him at Budget tine if there are say 
400 permits allowed under that quota, 400 permits on issue and 
somebody who has got 3of those 400 permits comes along and asks 
for a fourth one which would raise the total to 401, it would be 
impossible for him to obtain it regardless of what policy there was 
about new permits. would he not agree with that? 
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HON A J CLNE.PA: 

I agree The only thing is that until the last 2 or 3 
weeks the quota has never been fully taken up. They have always been 4 
at least a handful of work permits available. 

HON J BOSANO: 

Mr Speaker, if the Hon Member would confirm this would he care 
to look at the last year and a half of quotas and will he confirm 
perhaps at a later stage to the House that for the.;last 4 meetings at 
least of the Manpower Planning committee the quota has been fixed at the 
actual number of existing permits so as to allow no free unissued 
permits available. 

HON A J CaNEVA: 4 

That is not right Mr speaker, but in between the number of work 
permits actually in issue may fluctuate and therefore 3 or 4 
may become available. I realise that at the time the 
recommendation of the manpower planning connittee has been now 
for some periods of review to actually adjust the quota to the 
number of work permits currently in issue. But that doesn't mean 
that the fact that the number of work permits may drop below the 
quota at any given time in the intervening period. 

HON J BOS6ANO: 

So in fact, Mr Speaker, the position is that notwithstanding the 
decision, for example, in March 1976 in the Manpower Planning 
Compi:ttee to restrict the number of permits in the quota to those in 
issue in order to grEidually reduce the quota as permits were given up, 
this has not happened since march 1976. 

4 
HON A J CAVLPA: 

I don't think that that recommendation or decision was spelt out then 
as. clearly as the Hon Member has spelt it now and as clearly as the 
Committee and the Government now understand the policy to be. 
Now it has been spelt out in no doubt and Le know what wavelength we _Lre 
on. 

HON MAJOR R J 

Am I right in understanding that the practice result of the present 
policy is that suppose for instance that of the permits that were 4 
handed in there were involved 12 shop assistants and that out of those 70 
young people in Gibraltar who are unemployed there were, say, 20 
persons who were prepared to take jobs as shop assistants, because of the 
present policy if those particular employers decide to bring from outside 
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Gibraltar new shop assistants the local people still rervlin 
unemployed. Is that the result of the policy of the 
Government? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The policy has been changed, i'r speaker. It has been changed in 
the last fortnight or so. 

HON MAJOR R J P2; ILA 

So that in fact that will be restricted, that will not be the case. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

That is so. 

3 

3 

3 

3 
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Nc.61 of 1977 OitJ.L 

The Eon J Bossano 

Has Government any information as to whether D.O.E. 
has new agreed to re—imburse its c(ntractors for 
increased costs as a result of the wage increases 
recently agreed in the construction industry? 

answer: 

The Minister for Labour and Social Security 

No, Sir. 

SUPPLE LNTARY TO QUESTION NO.61 OF  1977 

LON J BOKANO: 

Mr Speaker, does Government intend to inquire whether this 
is the case or net? 

HON A J CANLPA: 

We have already made enquiries, Mr Sp eaker. 

EON J BOSSANO: 

I take it, Mr Speaker, that .the answer meant that the 
Government does net have information not that the DOE has 
net agreed. Which of the two is it? 

HON A J C ANEPA: 

Obviously in preparing the answer to the question we made 
enquiries from the Regional Director of DOE but, l.  wasn't 
able to get information to incorporate into a reply. 

FON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, if and.  when the Hon Member does get an answer 
wculd he be good enough to communicate it,- perhaps, in 
a written reply? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

The pcsitien,-, Mr Speaker, at the moment is, and I want to be 
fair to all concerned and certainly to the DOE, is that the 
informrtien that the Regional Director could make, 
avitlable to me for tody would have ben such that he th7.ught 
that he could have placed me-in an embarrassing position 
in dealing with supplementary questions on a matter which 
I am dot directly responsible and about which I could not 
be fully versed on points of detail. In fairness to me he 
didn't  
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MR SPEAKER: 

May r interrupt you. Tty I say th,t perhaps the 
cuestion is worded in the. way it iw worded for that 
very reason because you are nct responsible or 
answerable for the actions of DOE. That is why 
you are being asked whether you had any information. 
Please do not soy anything which will now broach - 
thrt rule which prevented me from allowing 
Mr Bossane from asking the question he really wanted 
tc ask. 

HON A J CANE}A: 

Could I just add, Mr Speaker, that I do not have any 
indication that the DOE would be in any way averse 
tc getting an incuiry to that effect from the 
Hon Member opposite and particularly in his capacity 
as .a Branch Officer in the TGWU. 

HON J BOSSANO: 

Mr Speaker, but the Hen Member must agree that' he has in 
his previous answers in the last meeting of the House 
indicated the effect of the wage increases on the 
clients and the consultation that there has been 
between the GibrrAtar Government and the DOE as a client. 
Would he; further agree that if yne ofthe clients were, 
for excmple, not to meet these extra costs. and' this were tc 
result in industrial action it would 'be amatter of cncern 
to him as Minister of Labour. 

HON A J CANEI-A: 

It is, Mr Speaker, and this is„why I have been as helpful 
as I could in the reply that I•have given.and I haven't 
stood en ceremony and cited the Standing Order in question. 
I hope that when the full information is available that I 
will be told. If I am tcld I will certainly pass it on to 
the Hon Member oppcsitei 

4 
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No.62 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon J Rossano  

Can Government confirm that the recent wage increase agreed in 
the construction industry with Government approval establishes a 
rate of pay for labourers in. excess of 82y° of the rate Of'pay in7  
force for labourers in the employment of M.O.D. in U.K. and if so is it 
Government's policy to offer these rates to their own employees? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Labour g social security 

The agreement recently reached in the private construction industry 
provides for a rate of pay for labourers of 79p an hour, which is 
equivalent to £31.60 for a 40-hour week. If account is taken of the 
£6 supplement and £2 efriciency bonus, both payable for a 
40-hour week to labourers employed by MOD in UK, then the rate 

111 recently agreed between the Gibraltar Master Builders-Association 
and the Transport and General workers union is 78% and not 82/0. 

However, the Government does not necessarily accept that the work 
of a labourer in the employment of the Gibraltar Master Builders 
Association can be equated to a Band 0 Labourer in the employment 

111 of the Official Employers either in Gibraltar or in the UK. In 
view of what I have stated the last part of the question does not 
arise. 

SILETL.WMENTAIff TO QUESTION NO.62 OP 1977  

HON J BOSJANO: 

Mr Speaker, can the Hon Member say in working out the percentage that he 
has given whether he has taken account of the fact that the rate that he 
has given for the labourer in the construction industry is a 
consolidated rate which counts for overtime whereas the suns that he 
has mentioned in respedt of the MOD consistsof a basic wage plus 
supplements which do not count for overtime. 

HUN A J CANuPA: 

This. is true, it is a consolidated rate and it is a consolidated rate 
because the employers prefer that it should be a consolidated rate because 
it takes account of problems of retrospection and so on which do not 
necessarily arise with the Official Employers. This is the case but I 
should also say that conditions, generally, in the building industry in 
the private sector cannot be equated to official employers. 

HON J BO,DANO: 

I accept that, Mr Speaker, I am not talking about conditions. what I am 
asking is whether in arriving at the percentage that he has produced he 
has taken into account in the mathematics the fact that he is ey:pressing a 
sum of money payable for 40 hours a week which in turn will produce a 

111 
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higher overtime rate with a sum of money which is in fact only 
partly payable for the 40 hour week and consists of a luup sun 
payment that doesn't count for overtime. 

HON A J C.L.NSPA: 

My calculation is purely based on the 40 hour week. The more we 
go beyond the 40 hour week the more overtime is taken into account 
then, of course, the more beneficial the settlement in the private 
sector becomes. But then there are vast fluctuations with reard to 
overtime amongst the official employers. The Gibraltar Government, 
for instance, tends to pay a great deal more overtime than the D06. 
I don't think therefore, Mr Speaker, it is proper:to - make a corAirivv,• 
on any basis other than a 40—hour week, in which case consolida ion 
hardly matters. 

HON J BOS0ANO: 

But would the Hon Member not agree that if the calculAion is :_iade on 
the 40—hour week any level of overtime at all produces, in fact, a higher 
percentage? 

HON 1.3. J CANWEA: 

Yes, this is the case, Mr Speaker. 

4 

4 

4 
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Nc.63 of 1977 ORAL 

The Eon M Xiberras 

Can Government state whether there are many persons who 
did nit exercise tlieir right at the appropriate time tc 
payment of arrears of contributions under Social 
Insurance Legislation and are now desirous cf doing Sc? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Labour & Social Security  

The Department of Labour and Sccial Security is not 
aware that there are .many persons who in 1975, 
when the' opportunity was given, ,did net_exercise their 
option tc pay arrears :cf contribution and who may 
now be regretting their decision. - There could be a 
handful of such cases.  

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO.63 OF 1977 

HON M• XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, whilst not in any way exonerating the 
• persons concerned from their duty to take the 
apprcpriLte steps at the appropriate time and paying 
their arreErs and bearing in mind the fact that the 
House in fact extended the time limit by I 
believe something like 3 months through legislation 
in this Reuse and also bearing in mind the fact 
that the houSe would have tc take considerable trouble 
if it were to open up the whole question again, would the 
Hon Member not agree that since this is a very 
impertent decision for the people concerned, however 
they have choSen to regard it themselves, would he not 
agree that there is room for examination, a re—examinti,-n. 
of the whole questicn with a view to giving them one mere 
opportunity cf doing Sc. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I_don't think sc, Mr Speaker, because, as I say, I have 
made •extensive•onq.uiries throughcut the Department f Labour 
and Social Security at the level of the Director, at the 
level of the pegpLe employed in the Social Insurance 
Section and they cannot recall having had - any 
representations for any re—opening cf these facilities. I don't 
think, Mr Speaker, that there is a demand for this though I 
dr accept that there may be a handful of cases cf people wh• 
perhaps have not approached anybody. I myself, for instt,nce, 
can recall having been approached by just one person only. So 

9 
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I do accept that there are a few but I think that the 
numbers arc such asi,tc warrant re—opening the whole 
thing. AAA 

EON Y. XIBERRAS: 

That is precisely, Mr Speaker, what I was hoping n:t to 
hear from the Minister. Would the Hen Member net igrue 
that if there-were, say for the —sake of argument, 10 
such persons, we are talking about 10 persons who have 
contributed some money towards the fund and are deprived 

of a very substantial. benefit by way of their pension 
and wouldn't the Hon Member out cf consideration not 
`Only• of the pers.cns eencerned but possibly of any 
dependents, not be preparedtonsider this matter in 
view of the numbers that might emerge eventually? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

I don't know the extent of the problem, Mr Speaker, but 
there is another consideration. One must also think 
about those who did exercise the option tc pay 
arrears and those whc at the time paid full 
arrears immediately.... 

MR SPEAKER: 

Both cf you are new beginning to debate the questi, _. I 
think 'the answer has been clear. You know of no 
representations other than one case and you don't think 
that in the circumstances the, matter shoUld be reviewed, 

HON A J CANE1A: 

Additionally, Mr Speaker, I think it would be inequitable J(2 
dc so. new, inequitable tc these who exercised the option 
the time.. 

HON N XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, I heard the lion Member use that word again befcro 
the House and I would ask him whether he would not be preerc; 
to, refrain from arriving at a very definite decision en thin 
matter until I have had a chance te•produce some evidence 
the number of cases involved. 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, I am always open to persuasion but I mustipiew,, 
the Eon Member opposite and Members, generally, thLt this 
business cannot be makeverending•exercise, it must cc me to 
end sometime. 4 
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No.64 thf 1977 ORAL 

The hon M Xiberras  

Have Government•coftsidered including funeral expenses as 
one of the benefits to be derived from Government's 
Social Insurance Legislation? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Labour & Social Security  

About 3 i years ago, as a result of rrprescntations e 
r ceived, Government gave considertAien,to. the• 
suggestion, that the provisions of the Social Insurance 
Ordinance should be widened to cover fully the cost cf. , 
funeral expenses of the whole community, and decided 
against such a change. 

There is already provision under the Social Insurance 
Ordinance for payment'cf a Death Grant of £60 as 'of right 
to a person who incurs the costof.theJuneraI or 
other appreciable expenses connected with the death of-an 
insured person (which includes an old age pensioner) 
cr cf the wife, widow, husband, widower or child of such 
person. No grant is payable if the contribution 
condition is not satisfied by the person on whose 
contributions the grant is claimed. The position is 
exactly the same in UK where the Death Grant is only £30. 

SUPILE&ENTARY TO LUESTION  NO.64  OF 1977 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, in view of the quite expensive funerals that we 
have here in the sense that they cost a lot, would the Hon 
Member not be prepared in any forthcoming review to 
increase the Death Grant payable taking as one of the 
criteria the cost of funerals? 

HON A J CANEPA: 

Mr Speaker, the expenses in England are much higher than they 
are 'Lore. We have been keeping the benefit under constant 
review but I am always afraid that no matter to what extent 
we were to increase Death Grants, you would always have the 
situation that no matter what the level was relatives would 
still opt for bettor funerals. At the time I got very 
revealing statistics from the funeral directors about the 
extent to which this happens. I still have the figures 
available and it is amazing the extent to which people gc for 
the first class sort of funeral with all sorts of trimmings and 
that is why unless a standard funeral w6,:re to be agred upon -
and I couldn't persuade the funeral directors at the time that 
this should be the case - we are going to have the situation 

0 

0 
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that a certain amount of money' will be provided under 
the So.eir-1 Insurance Scheme cr_under the Supplementry 
Benefits Scheme, as-- is the case also, and yet there 
would always be the extra trimmings that will put up 
the cost of the funeral. 

ITCN M XIBERRAS: 

Would the Hon Member nonetheless answer my _previous 
question and that is, would he be prepared te revise 
inn-U-pward.  direction if it were net covering the 
full cost cf a.lSt, 2nd or 3rd class funeral, the 
already quite substantial sum of £60 in view of the 
'eent of funerals here. 

FON A J CANEPA: 

I am prepared to keep the matter under review but we 
have other priorities in the field cf social 
insurance. 

0 
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No.65 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon M xiberras  

will Government say whether it is prepared to consider a lowering 
of the age of entitlement for the receipt of social Insurance Pensions 
and, if so, how soon does it judge it will be possible to introduce such 
an improvement? 

Answer: 

The Minister for Labour and ~ocia1 Sevurity 

This matter was last given close study in January 1976 following 
representations made by the Gibraltar Pensioners Association that the 
pensionable age for men under the Social Insurance Ordinance be reduced 
from 65 to 60. similar representations had also been made in the past, 
by other organisations, and the matter also arose in connection with 
International wqmxits Year in 1975. 

Last year the approximate cost of such a change, taking account of the 
additional 5-year group of younger pensioners and the corresponding 
loss of contribution income, was estimated at over £28C,000 per 
annum at the then prevailing rates of contributions and benefits. 
The annual cost at this year's rates would be about £340,000 and 
this figure would naturally increase considerably with each yearly 
review. The increased burden on those who remained at work and would 
have to contribute to meet this cost would therefore be tremendous 
and I cannot honestly see this as a pressing priority in the • . 
forseeable future. 

I should mention that my views on this matter coincide with those of 
HM Government in the UK on the same subject, which were put 
unequivocably by the Secretary of state for Social services at a press 
conference which he held last September on the Department of Health and 
social security's evidence to the Equal Opportunities commission on 
the review of pension ages for men and women. 

I have a copy of the Minister'S statement in which he gives the 
reasons for making no move in the foreseeable future on reducing 
pensionable age for men, and I will be very glad to show it to 
the Hon Member opposite, some of the arguments may carry more or 
less weight in Gibraltar, but by and'large the same considerations 
apply in Gibraltar. 
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SUP.eLLAANTaRY TO OA6TION N0,65 OF 1977  

HON M .KIBARRAS: 

I am grateful Mr Speaker, for that detailed answer. would the Hon 
Member, however, not agree that fortuitouly there are a number of 
circumstances in Gibraltar which cake towards the buoyancy of our 
Social Insurance Fund and would he not agree that if this community 
has to suffer certain disadvantages because of its place and 
general circumstance, it should also be allowed to enjoy certain 
advantages which accrue also from these circumstances? 

HON A J CaMLeil: 

I must challenge the word buoyancy, Mr Speaker. 4e are awaiting the 
actuarial review for the year ending 1975. The Hon Mr Bossano 
obviously already has some idea of what the level of pensions is going 
to be like in a year's time when the Government implements its policy 
relatinl( osocial insurance pensions to average earnings and I am 
not sure the extent to which the fund is going to remain 
buoyant to meet that conuitment alone, let alone this 
increasing burden. No, Mr Speaker, I don't think 
that these other considerations apply. I know what he is getting at, 
priwIrily a movement of labour that there is in Gibraltar but this 
doesn't go all the way and if that consideration were to be taken 
into account another one that he has not mentioned and I haven't 
referred to and I will not, should, perhaps, also be taken into 
account. 

HUN A : 

I am glad to hear about that, Mr Speaker. Would the Hon Member nevertheless 
please note that it is something of a social aspiration amongst a good 
sector of the comrunity that they should become pensionable at 60 
rather than 65 or any less than 65, and would the Minister not agree that 
this is something which is desirable and is considered desirable outside 
this House and would he not agree that in the peculiar circumstances of 
Gibraltar we should weigh up, since he has referred to policy, exactly how 
much the working population really contributes to that which is on point of 
retirement. 

HON A J CANS2A: 

I agree, Mr Speaker, it is a very desirable aim of policy but one which I 
think is going to have to be put into cold storage for quite a few years. 
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D Ns„i691'1171- ORAL 

The Hon G_T_Restano  

Has Government received the report of the Studio Engingeer who 
has been studying the introduction of colour television and if so 
what recommencLtions have been given?.  

Answer: 

The chiefAinister  

D sir, with permission I propose to answer Questions Nos. 66 and 67 
together. 

Mr A E Berry of the studio Capital Projects Department of the 
BBC visited Gibraltar from the 13 to the 20 December 1976 
to examine and advise on quotations submitted for the 
provision of colour television equipment. On the 20 December 
he submitted an interim report and stated that further 
consultations in London would be necessary before final 
conclusions on the quotations could be drawn. No firm 
recommendations have therefore been made as yet. It is not 
possible, until these have been received and considered, to 
forecast an approximate date for conversion. The House may, 
however be assured that the whole matter will be dealt with as 
expeditiously as possible. I might add that Mr Berry stated that he 
hoped to submit his final report during January. 

& 67 
SVEPLLMLNTARY TO 4UESTION NO06VOF 1977  

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, the Hon Member referred to a quotation. what quotation ij that? 

HON CHIN? MINISThR: 

To examine and advise quotations submitted for the provision of colour 
television equipment. The expert came to Gibraltar from the studio 
Projects Department of the BBC to examine and advise on quotations 
submitted for the provision of colour television equipment. 

HON N XIlluIRALS; 

Quotations from whom, Mr Speaker? 

J 
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HON CHIEF MINI&L,R: 

Quotations which had been received by the Gibraltar Broadcasting 
Corporation which was the subject matter before the select 
Committee. No other quotations. 

HON M AIRPJRRa6: 

Does that mean then, Mr Speaker, that the 'expert, Mr Berry, has advised 
again even a restricted issue of tender? 

HON CHILD MINISTER: 

No, he has not given any definite advice. In fact, the substance 
of his interim report was that he wanted to go back and consider 
certain aspects of the tenders. 

HON Ni AIBERRAJ: 

In other words - and this will have a bearing obviously as regards the date 
of eventual conversion - is Mr Berry going to consider whether 
there should be tenders invited generally or in a restricted fashion. 

HOii CH T  

He may come to that conclusion. I cannot anticipate what he is going to 
report. 

HON MaJOR R J PELIZA: 

As I understand it the quotations are already with us. 

HON CI-me MINISTA!;R: 

There were quotations and these quotations were submitted to him for 
consideration. 

MR atlaiNLR: 

If I remember well, these quotations are included in the Report of the 
Select Committee which was laid on the table of the House. 

HOIA CHIEF MINISTLR: 

Yes, in the Select Committee Report on Broadcasting. 

HON i4 A.IBERRAS: 

What I am asking the Chief Minister is something different, though, &ether 
these quotations were submitted for Mr Berry to judge as between them or as 
whether Mr Berry was going to decide on the general level of these 
quotations as to whether it was necessary to invite tenders or not? 

C 
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HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

No, I think, generally speaking, unless he wants to depart from 
it because lie finds it necessary, the main purpose of the visit 
was to examine and advise on quotations submitted for the 
provision of colour television equipment for operation by GBC. 

HON N XIBERatis: 

When did the Hon Member make these terms of reference on the 

3 visit of Mr Berry available to the House, or is this the first time? 

HON ChIEF MINISTER: 

I had mentioned it here in this House and that is why the Hon 
kr Restano has put the question because I have wade reference 
that we were bringing out somebody from the BBC to look ac the 
quotations. 

HON M XIBERRkS: 

Yes, Mr Speaker, but has the Hon Member made available to the 
House before now the exact terms of reference of Mr Berry? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I do not think so. 
• 

3 HON N XIBERRkSi 

I see. Could I ask the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister whether 
he has therefore ignored the feeling amonst certain members of the 
Select Cormdttee on this subject that there should have been, in 
principle, quotation invited, either on a restricted net 

3 or generally, in order to establish- whether the existing 
quotations were reasonable or not reasonable? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Mr Berry was provided with a copy of the select coumittee's Report. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, that is not my question. My question is; in phrasing the 
terms of reference for Mr Berry's investigation, did the Goverment, 
generally, ignore the feeling in the Select Cormittee that one of 
the more important issues to be decided was that whether there 
should be a gener&l tender invited or a restricted tender invited 
before the existing quotations were actually examined as to 
feasibility and desirability? 

3 
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HON CHI6f MINIbTart: 

As I seem to remember that was - the feeling of the Hon Questioner at the 
time, but that was not a recommendation of. the Select Committee. 

HON Ii AIBPJRAAS: 

In the evidence given .by -Mr DuMas, then Chairman, before the,select 
Comlaittee, the matter was put to him. The Hon Member has not :lade 
available the terms of reference of Mr  Berry, would he not agree that 
it would have been at least wise as far as the Government was concerned, to C 
appear to be fair in the eventual allocation of tender and not to ask 
Mr Berry to judge as between tenders which the public, generally, were not 

.informed about and which were to my understanding gathered by GBC and not by 
the Government itself. 

HON CHIEF 

I nra not concerned to appear to be fair, am concerned to be fair and, 
therefore, I will not say anything just for the sake of appearances. 
The question is that at this stage, as I understood it, the re-opening 
of the whole question having regard to the preliminary work done in 
order to obtain the tenders, the reopening of the whole question 4 
would have put in considerable delays into the ,,matter. l'erhaps, 
I think we may be anticipating, perhaps if Mr Berry doesn't 
consider that there is enough compare or .that there could be 
competitive tenders from other firms - he has gone back precisely 
to study the situation - he may well recommend that. It is not excluded. 

HON it LIBSABAS: 

Mr speaker, would the Chief Minister not agree that it would b unfair, 
having presented the quotations almost as a fait accompli.... 

itR oPLAK.bit: 

The Hon and Learned the Chief Minister does not have to answer it. You are 
asking for a personal opinion as to whether it would be or would not be 
unfair. 

HON A XIBsRRAS: 

I am asking the Chief Minister about something•which may cost in the region 
of hundreds of thousands of polinds and I am sure that the public, 
generally, would like to be assured that the. matter has been gone in 
the proper fashion. . 

4 

MR 6PhAlChR: 

And to that extent you are entitled to ask any questions you wish. 
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HON M 1S.IBERRA6: 

Therefore, Mr Speaker, my question is would the Government not consider it 
unfair that in a matter involving so much expenditure for the Government 
eventually and to be made up no doubt with television licences and so forth, 
there should be at least some semblance of tender procedure, a public 
tender procedure in this fashion, and does he further not think that the 
terms of reference of Tyr Berry do inhibit his freedom of.action 
somewhat? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I don't think it would inhibit his scope of action and having seen him I an 
sure that nothing will inhibit him from doing what he thinkS is ri::ht 
but I should like to mention that he was dealing with five tenders which 
had been received. we in the select Committee were mainly concerned with 
two but he was looking at five tenders so he has had the whole spectrum of 
the bulk of what can be produced in England. If from such a wide variety, 
and there are not so many people doing television colour television: 
equipment in the UK; he thinks he should go outside that, there is nothing to 
stop him from doing so. 

HON k 4IBERRAS: 

Hr Speaker, how were the extra tenders obtained? wee they obtained because 
Mr Berry publicised the matter, or the Government publicised the matter, 
or GBC  publicised the matter? 

HON CHIEF MINISTUR: 

The Hen Member is well aware that the GBC had obtained these tenders and 
had submitted:it, the five. 

HON M AIRNERAS: 

So there were no extra tenders in fact over and above that. well, Br 
speaker, would the Hon Chief Minister convey to Mr Berry the fact that it is 
not necessary, despite the need for a quick conversion to colour, 
nonetheless there is no need to choose any of those 5 tenders, and 
there is a section of opinion, certainly within this House, who felt that 
some tender procedure should be adopted, some public tender procedure. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I can easily say yes but it may well be that it is too late now for hiu if 
he hasn't taken that into account because he has promised a report during 
the month of January and if he carries out his promise he has got little tine 
in which to do it but I am quite sure that when we see the report, having 
regard to the calibre of the person who was brought out, that we will see 
that he hasdealt with the whole spectrum of the television equipment for 
going colour in Gibraltar. 

• 

• 



HON G T RJJaTANO: 

Mr Speaker, would the Chief Minister undertake to convey for 
information that report of Mr Berry to this side of the House 
when it becoues available? 

ilON CHILF MINIoTta: 

Of course. It will be public property and we mill have to discuo it. 
There is a lot of money involved. 

HON MAJOR R J PJLIGA: 

Mr Speaker, is the Chief Minister aware that this is going to cost the 
public of Gibraltar, or whoever is giving the money, very nearly in 
the region of £lm. 

iiR 6.14ERKAi 

We are not going to discuss that. 

HON mAJOR A J EZLILA: 

Is the Chief Minister aware that there is at least another me—ber of this 
House who feels strongly as my friend here on my left that m,,tters like 
this should go to tender? 

HOD CHIEF MINISTuR: 

I become aware now.. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Mr Speaker, the Chief Minister must be aware that my Hon and Gallant 
Friend feels this way. As regards the date of conversion, coul the 
Chief Minister not agre, that if the principle of tender had been 
accepted much earlier then we would not have that as a possible delay 
in the future? 

MR SPEAVIKR: 

That is a hypothetical question. 

HON CHIEF MINI6TL;R: 

Of course if. we had agreed about this two years ago we would be two years 
ahead now. 

HON J B0661iNO: 

Mr Speaker, does Govern lent propose to carry out a survey to find out how 
many Gibraltarians match Gibraltar television before we spend money on 
colour? 

C 
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HON CHIed MINISTI5A: 

Whether we can carry out a survey or not we will certainly 
have to carry out a survey one way or the other to see how many 
television sets there are and how many TV licences are paid for 
one which is very important. On the other hand I think it is 
only fair to say that if we want to keep Gibraltar television for 
the purposes of keeping up the first line of defence from 
brainwashing and so on, the sooner we get colour the better. 

• 

I 

I 
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No.67 of 1977 011AL 

The Hon M Iriberras  

Can Government now give an ai,kroximate date for conversion 
to colour television in Gibraltar? 

answered by the Hon the Chief Minister together with Question 
No.66 of 1977.) 

7 
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No.68 of 1977 011J-1, 

The Hon M Xiberras  

will the Chief Minister state whether the Government 
intends to hold high-level talks with Her Majesty's 
Government in the near future on the present and future 
Development -Programme? 

Lnswer: 

The Chief Minister  

The broad context of the present development programme was settled 
in talks between the Gibraltar Government and Her majesty's 
Government in 1974. There is therefore no need for the 
Government to hold high level talks with Her Majesty's 
Government on this programme. There is of course a 
continuing dialogue at official level with HMG in 
relation to actual projects to be financed in the 
current Aid Programme. 

with regard to the development programme for the following 3 
year period, the answer given by the Minister for Economic 
Development to Question No 36 earlier today clearly 
indicates the Government's intention to finalise its 
proposals as early as possible in the next financial 
year and will naturally seek talks with Her Majesty's 
Government on development aid for the programme. 

oUReLeMmNTARY TO 411,STION NO.68 OP 127.1 

HON N /dRatRAS: 

Mr Speaker, would the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister not 
agree that the figures revealed earlier in the meeting as 
regards the rate of expenditure for the present development 
programme does give grounds for grave concern and would he not 
agree that if there is any reason other than the capacity for 
us in Gibraltar to spend the money, if there is any other 
reason or any other impediment, then it would be good for the 
Hon and Learned the Chief Minister and his colleagues to visit the 
United Kingdom at the'earliest opportunity. 

HON CHIEF MINISUR: 

Yes, sir, I entirely agree and share the sentiments. I want 
to build a case, if there is one, on that basis of which there 
are some indications, I an sorry to say, of the delays, in 
the approval of projects, and certainly I am waiting for one 
or two developments to bring up a case and take the matter up 
at the highest level. 

0 

0 

0 
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HON Pi 

Would the Hon and Yearned the Chief Minister when the occasion
4 

arises, and it might be some months from now I don't know, but uhen 
the occasion arises, do his best with the help of his colleagues to 
minimise this argument that was used in this 'House before about 
capacity to build and to put it into his proper perspective. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Yes, in fact as Hon Members opposite who have been Oil delegations well 
know, it will have to be a very prepared case and the prepared c_so will 
be that we could have done much more if some of the projects 
had been approved earlier. 

HON N XIBERRAS; 

Would one of the points which the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister 
would hope to make be the fact that certain large projects which involve 
even at this stage quite substantial expenditure of money during this 
year have been the subject matter of a certain amount of reticence on 
the part of ODM. I am referring, perhaps, to the secondary school. 

HON CHIEF' MINISTER: 

That is perhaps the most difficult one to tackle because 
unfortunately the difference between the. original estimate and 
after all the trimmings and all the time that has elapsed the 
expenditure has reached a stage where it has to be defended 
throughout particularly having regard to constraints in the 
cost of schools and so on in the UK. I am very much concerned 
with that and the other delays in some of the projects as was 
revealed in questions this morning and I propose to make up a 
case and take the matter up if I am satisfied that there has been 
undue delay in the approval of the projects. 

HON N XIBERLiA8: 

Would the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister take this opportunity of 
putting on the record of the House the fact that it is not so ouch 
the capacity to build here in Gibraltar as delays in approval of funds 
which is the cause of so little money being spent in the current 
Development Programme. 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

If I say that I want to build a case in order to make one I wouldn't like 
to pass judgement before I have my brief prepared. But let me say.  
that I am seriously concerned that that is one of the aspects 
which helps delay the progress of the Development Programme. 
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HON k LIBERRAJ: 

On the other hand, Mr Speaker, would the Hon Member see to 
it that if such an effort is wade that allegation cannot 
be made of Gibraltar Government Ministers? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I would certainly defend my Ministers and myself. 

HON M XIBERRaS: 

In respect, Mr Speaker, of 
Programme, that is the one 
1978, would the Hon Member 
general indication of what 
priorities are to be? 

HON cH1-0;W  MINISTER: 

the coming Development 
which starts, I believe, in 
consider giving this House a 
the Tavern Dent's 

They were given this morning by the Minister for 
Tourism, Trade and Economic Development. He mentioned 
housing, education and public utilities. 

HON M XIBERRAS: 

Would the Hon Member not agree that it has been almost 
axiomatic that if the House has been agreed on a proposition 
then it usually fares not so badly in London and wouldn't 
he say that this was, in fact, the reason behind the 
consultations that were carried out by Professor 
Clayton when he came in respect of the last Development 
Programme? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Yes, Professor Clayton is continuing to come to 
Gibraltar and advising us on the development programme. 
What happened in 1972 is not going to happen again 
and whatever administration is elected in 1980 will 
find an on-going programme to carry on like that. I am not 
necessarily looking at the Hon the Leader of the Opposition 
I am looking generally there. I know he has hopes but, 
anyhow, other people may also have hopes. 

HON MAJOR R J EaLIZA: 

Mr Speaker, can the Honourable Chief Minister say why he is 
talking so long to start building a case and allow the 
slippage, to use my Hon Friend Mr Bossanots words, to turn into 
a landslide. couldn't he, perhaps, have started building a 
case long before so that, in fact, instead of spending what I 
believe, if I have got my figures right, £500,000, the 

0 amount I believe should have been £3m. Why has he allowed no 

0 



4. 
. . 

less than £22 Million available for deVelopment in 
Gibraltar not to have taken place' And wily has sit taken 
ao longjto build up a case to defend those i22 million? 

HDN.  CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is ga.5 million of aid. on z2.7a.°But, anyhow, those are 
the figures. I have made representations and we have raised 
the watter. It is precisely becati.s6 there have been delays 
despite ip4se representations t1 tthscase cant be built up nor. 

HON I v.JU R a Przi 
b + - r o 

L LiA 141.41444: Ca di t you say then that this ,?.s 0.4Ure on the part of 
thislGoVeritlent ndt to kct Vlope Mono? 

HON LIEF MINISTER: 

Eve4-thingip_a.failure on 'the..part...a..this Government for 
every visit that the Hon Member makes from London to 
Gibraltar. 

HON M AIBERRAS: 

Would the Hon Member consider also raising the juestion as part of the 
Development Programme, I think in the past it has been done as part of 
the Development Programme, the question of other funds towards the 
Budget of Gibraltar? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

I am sorry I didn't get the question. 

HON E AIBERRAS: 

Would the Hon and Learned the Chief Minister Give an indication 
as to whether he does intend to raise the question of 
Budgetary Aid with British Government? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Not at this stage. 
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No.69 of 1977 ORAL 

The lion M Xiberras 

Till the Chief Minister state when he will call 
the meeting on the future of Gibraltar, which 
he proposed in his speech at the Opening Ceremony 
of this House? 

Answer: 

The Chief Minister  

In the near future. 

SUI1LENUTARY TO OESTION NO.69 OF 1977 

HOP,  M XIBE-RAS: 

Are we to take the smile on the Chief Minister's face as 
meaning that the fiature will be near or far? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

It is now over three months since the Ceremonial 
Opening of the House and therefore I would like to 
remind. Members that letters asking various Hon 
Members and a number of representative bodies whether 
they would agree to attend a meeting were sent two 
weeks after the Ceremonial Opening. All but two 
replies were received by the 9th December when 
reminders were sent to two representative bodies who 
had net replied. One reply was received on the 
29th December, a further reminder was sent to the other 
on the 6th January, no reply had been received when 
this was prepared but it has been received today as 
a result of some presSure which I made yesterday and I 
propose to call a meeting as seen as the meeting of the 
House is over. 

HON M ,CIBLZRAS: 

I am very grateful, Mr Speaker. It certainly helps to fill 
in the future a little bit better. Mr Speaker, would the 
Her. Member say whether all the parties invited have, in 
fact, accepted? 

HON CHIEF MINISTER: 

Now I can say, yes. I couldn't have said that this morning. 

S 
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0 
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No.70 cf  1977 ORAL 

The Her M Xiberras 

Has Gcverrrep.t received any representations from 
the lartide Sociftista Popular frcmilithin Gibraltar? 

Answer: 

The Chief Minister 

No, Sir, ncr from within, nor from without. 

SWILLMENTARY TO IJESTICN NO 70 OF 1977 

RCN M XIBERRAS 

Well, Mr Speaker, we do receive occassionally 
letters from other political entities from 
without. Am I to take it therefore, Mr Speaker, 
that there has been no identification, if I 
may put it that way, of any particult-x group 
es fEr as Hon Members opposite in their official 
capacity are concerned, under this particular 
label of Fartido Socidista Popular? 

HON ChIEF MINISTER 

I am net aware cf the existence, with due 
deference to them, of the Partido Socialists. 
Popular from within Gibraltar. I understand 
there is one across the way. 

p 



No.71 of 1977 ORAL 

The Hon M Xiberras  

Will the Chief Minister state, in view of his 
various strtements cn the subject, whether he still 
frvours the Committee System of Government and, if so, 
when will he make a formal proposal on the matter? 

Answer: 

The Chief Minister  

Yes, Sir. The GLP/AACR, which is noted for its 
consistency, continues to favour the Committee System of 
Government, given the right political conditions. I do 
not propose to make a formal proposal on the matter for 
the present since, in my ,Party's view, these conditions do 
not exist. By this I mean that, to the best of our knowledge, 
Hon Members on the other side of the House would not support, 
nor participate in, such a system. Should there, however, 
be a generri desire in this House to pursue the matter we 
should be glad to hold discussions at any time. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO LEESTICN NO.71 OF 1977 

HON MAJOR R J PELIZA: 

Mr Speaker, do I understand that the GLF/AACR would find 
an appropriate time to consider this matter — not in 
fact that I agree with Government by Committee —
when they do not have an overall majority for this 
House? 

HON CHIEF MINISTLR: 

We said we were prepared to consider it in our manifesto. 
We were elected, we said soafter, I have made certain 
gestures in order te see whether it would catch on but I 
have had no takers and, therefore, I do not think that the 
climate is appropriate for the purpose. 
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No.72 of 1977 FOR URITTEN ANSdhl-

The Hon M xiberras  

will the Chief Minister state, in view of press reports on the subject, 
whether he intends to propose that talks should be held between 
HMG and the Government of Spain on the Gibraltar problem, with or- without 
Gibraltar representation, during 1977, once democratic Elections have 
been held in Spain? 

ANSwta: 

The Chief Minister  

No, sir. Once elections are held and an elected democratic 
Governaent expresses its attitude to the people of Gibraltar it 
would be a question of judgement whether a useful purpose would be 
servedin havins talks. 

D 
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No.73 of 1977 FOR dRITTEN 
The Hon X xiberras  

Is the Chief Minister aware of any recent proposals uade by or on 
behalf of the Government of Spain for the relaxation of the 
ftontier restrictions? 

Answer: 

The Chief Minister  

No, Sir. 
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